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Tamar Barbakadze
Metric System of Tsispherkantselebi
(Paolo Iashvili, Titsian Tabidze, Valerian Gaphrindashvili)

Summary

The article analyses the metric system of “Tsispherkantselebi” (“Blue Horns” - Paolo Iashvili, Titsian
Tabidze, Valerian Gaphrindashvili) during the “literary group” period (1915-1925); the subject of
research is isosyllabic (equalsyllabic) and heterosyllabic (unequalsyllabic) metres, interrelation of

rhythm and semantics, and the part of other metres on the background of principal metres 5/5 and
5/4/5.

Taking into consideration above mentioned poets' attitude towards metric system and using special

diagrams present rhythmic variations of the works are presented.

In the article the peculiarities of Paolo Iashvili's 5,7,12 syllabled verses, the individuality of the
technique of the determined verse forms (sonnet and triolet) and verlibre are shown. We investigate
Paolo Iashvili's “Darianuli's” symbolical function of alliteration, according of which this literary work
appears to be kind of support for “Elene Dariani's Diaries”. Very often Paolo Iashvili's metrical

experiments are held towards line breaks.



Twenty of thirty-nine verses of Titsian Tabidze written in 1915 - 1925 are heterosyllabic. The poet
uses the breaking form 5/4/5 of 14 syllables: 5/4, 5 and different variations of 12-syllabled lines: 3/4/5;
5/3/4; 6/6; 4/4/4 is displayed in the relation of metric to the semantics in the noncanonical sonnets
and unequalsyllabic verses be Titsian Tabidze. Titsian Tabidze's theoretical observations on the
Georgian verse is reflected in the very particular way in the poet's versification. At this point the

verse “The Fighter of the Season” (1922) is of a special importance.

Valerian Gaphrindashvili's poetry is not distinguished by the great variety of metres: the most part of
this poetry is written in 5/5 and 5/4/5 metre. However there are some exceptions like 33/33 (33/23)
metre. In Valerian Gaphrindashvili's verses “Ballade”, “Miniature”, “Kantona”, (12:14:11) three

» o«

metred “Ophelia and Me”, “Prayer” (12:13) and some noncanonical sonnets are analyzed.

In the author's opinion the poorness of the metric repertoire of “Tsispherkantselebi” is only an
illusion. These poets closely connected metric and thematic sides; besides that the alliteration is one
of the most important part in the rhythmic organization of the verse. “Tsispherkantselebi” enriched
the history of the Georgian versification with shortmetre (5, 6) and 12 syllabic (33/33, 4/4/4, 3/4, 5,

6/6) variations of Alexandriuli.



