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ABXA3bI U ABXA3USA

Aobxaszckags ACCP pacrnonokeHa B COBpeMEHHOM 3amaaHoil uactu ['py3um (B
ucropuueckoi 3anagHoi ['py3un).

OTHOCUTENBHO JIpeBHEMIIENH S3THUYECKOM KapThl ['py3un, CcOOCTBEHHO ee
YEPHOMOPCKOTO MO0epexbsi, B HAyyHOM muTepaType HMerTca pasHornacud. Ho stu
pasHorjacHs KacaroTcsl HacToNbko nanekux BpemeH (VI-V Teic. 0 H. 3.), KOrja UCKIIOYeHA
BO3MOYKHOCTb olpeieneHust KoHkpeTHoro stHoca. Ho ¢ I mnwm II Teicsiuenerus 1o H. 3., Koraa
KapTHHA CPAaBHUTENIBHO MPOSICHAETCS, B 3alaHOM 3aKaBKa3be B OCHOBHOM IIPEIIOJIAraeTcs
HaJIM4YKe KapTBEIbCKOTO (TPY3UHCKOT0), COOCTBEHHO 3alaIHOTPY3UHCKOTO ATHOCA.

ApXeoJoTuYecKrii Marepuan, OOHApPYKCHHBIH B OTOM pPETHOHE, C YKa3aHHOTO
BPEMEHM M O AHTUYHOM 3IOXM, JAET OCHOBAHME IpEANOJaraTh HaJIWYHME 3/€Ch €IUHOU
KOJXHJICKOW  (3amaJiHOTPY3WHCKON) KYJbTYpbl, BHYTPU KOTOPOH, TO 3aKIIOYCHHUIO
CIEUAJINCTOB, BBIJACIAIOTCS OTAEJIbHBIE PETMOHAIbHO-I0KAJIbHBIE BAPUAHTBI, HO B LIEJIOM 3TO
KOJNXHCKAs KyJIbTypa’ .

Bo II-I TeIC. 10 H. 3. KAPTBEIBCKUI 3THUYECKUH 3JIEMEHT LIUPOKO PACIPOCTPAHEH KaK
B TOPHOW, TaK U HU3MHHOW 4acTu 3anagHoil ['py3un, oqHUM U3 MOATBEPKICHHUI YETr0 MOKET
CIIy)KHUTb CBaHCKas (KapTBEJbCKas) TONOHMMHMKA: HAIPUMEp, CBAHCKOE (KapTBEILCKOE)
IPOUCXOKICHHE HasBaHms ropoga Lixymu (CyxyMu; puxua - rpab)’.

OTH BBIBOJBI MOJKPEIUICHB! JaHHBIMH T'pPEYECKOW MHUGPOJIOTHH O MPHOBITUH
aproHaBToB B Koixuay W OCHOBaHHBIM HAa  JIMHIBUCTUYECKOM  HCCIIEOBAaHUU
NPEINONI0KEHUEM O HAIWYHH 3/1€Ch KapTBEIBCKOTO sI3bIKa BO BpeMs NMPHOBITHS aprOHABTOB
(IT TeIC. 1O H, 3.), T. €. B AMOXY JAPEBHEUIINX TPEKO-KOIXCKUX KOHTAaKTOB-.

VYka3aHHbIE BBIBOJbI BCELEIO MOATBEP/KIAIOTCS JAHHBIMU I'DEYECKUX NMHCHMEHHBIX
ncrounnkoB (I'ekateit Munerckuii - V B. 10 H. 3., ['epogor - V B. 1o H. 3., Ckumnakc
Kapuannckuit - IV B. 10 H. 3., CrpaGoH - TrpaHb MNEPBBIX BEKOB IPEBHEr0 M HOBOTO
JICTOUCYMCIEHUSI U JIp.), Ha OCHOBE KOTOPBHIX B CIHEIHUAIbHBIX HAyYHBIX HCCIIETOBAHMIX
yYKa3aHo, 4TO B 3TO BpeMms LapcTtBo Koixuzaa oxBaThIBaJO BCIO HU3MHHYIO 4YacTh 3araJHOU
I'py3un. IIpu stom, Buammo, tepputopusi no0 uockypum (Cyxymu) 3acerneHa Oblia, B
OCHOBHOM, COOCTBEHHO KOJIXaMH, & CeBepHEee HaUMHAJICS STHHUECKHU OoJiee ecTphlil MUp, TIe
COBMECTHO C KOJIXaMM YIOMHHAIOTCS U CEBEpOKaBKa3CKUE IJIeMeHa (Hampumep, KepKe-Thl,
KOTOpPBIX CUMTAIOT 4epkecamu). [l ompeaesieHUs 3THUUECKOM KapThl 3amagHoil ['py3um
HEMaJIOBA)KHOE 3HAUeHHE MMeeT TOT (akTt, 4yTo aBTOphl Il B. ®naBuii Appuan u KnaBmuii
[Ironemeit okono Hukoncum (Tyarnce) ynomunatroT myHKT Jlazuky. Crneayer ydectb U TO
00CTOSATENBCTBO, UTO AppuaH 3TOT MyHKT uMmeHyeT "JlpeBHeir Jlazukoii", dro siBiseTCs

! Ixanapumze O.M. 3anagHorpy3uHckas Kyastypa. Cm. Ouepkn ucropuu I'pysum, .1, Témmucu, 1989, ¢.119-
140.

2 Menuxumsim I'.A. K Borpocy 06 3THHUECKO# IPUHAISKHOCTH Hacenenus apesHeit I'pysun. Cm. Ouepku
uctopuu I'py3un, T 1, c.112, 183.

% Iamkpenuaze T.B., Usanos B.B. MamoeBponeiickuii s3p1K 1 nHAOCBponenisl, Tommmcu, 1984, ¢.907-909.



HEOCIIOPUMBIM JIOKyMEHTOM HaJIM4YMsl 34€Ch Ja3CKOro (KOJXCKOro, T. €. TPY3HMHCKOIO)
HACEITCHHS .

Ha ocHOBaHMM JaHHBIX AHTUYHBIX IHCbMEHHBIX HCTOYHHKOB, KakK Yxe OblIO
OTMEYEHO, COBEpIIEHHO OueBUAHO, uTOo B VI- I BB. Tepputopus coBpemeHHONH AOXa3cKoii
ACCP nonnocthio Bxoawia B npenensl Konxuackoro mapersa. [Ipu stom ¢ Amncapoca (ok.
barymn) no Anockypun (Cyxymu) npokuBaiu coOCTBEHHO Koiaxu. CeBepHee KOJIXO0B B TOpax
INPOXKHUBAIN TAK)KE KapTBEIbCKUE IUIEMEHAa CBAHOB. B 3Toil cBs3M 3aciy’kKMBAaeT BHUMaHUE
coobenne CTpaGoHa, 4TO CBAHBI JKHBYT BOMM3H JIHOCKYpHH - .

C I-1I BB. H. 3. B rpeuecKUX MUCbMEHHBIX UCTOYHHKAX HAa TEPPUTOPUU COBPEMEHHOMU
Abxazckoit ACCP ynoMuHaroTCs aniCHIIbl U abasri’’ .

Bompoc o Tom, ¢ Kakux BpEMEH NPOXKHMBAIOT 3/1€Ch YIOMHHAEMBIE B IMHCbMEHHBIX
ucrounukax ¢ [-II BB. amcwibl u abasru, sBisercs crnopHbIM. [0 MHEHHIO HEKOTOPBIX
uccleoBaTeseil, OHU MPOKUBAIH 37E€Ch C IPEBHEHIINX BPEMEH, HO T.K. BXOJWIHN B KOJIXCKUMN
UCTOPUKO-3THO-KYJIBTYpHBIE MHp, TO B OoJiee paHHMX HCTOYHMKAX MX INpeObIBaHHE HE
otpasuioch. CyIlIecTBYeT M Takas TOYKAa 3pEHHs, YTO OHHU MOSBUJIUCH TYT IOCIE Hayaia
nepeceneHus memeH ¢ CesepHoro Kaskasa.

MHeHus pacxoJATCs U HO BOIPOCY STHUUECKON MPUHAJJIEKHOCTH allCUiIOB M aba3ros.
YacTp yueHBIX CUMTAET UX IUIEMEHAMH CEBEPOKABKA3CKOI'O, aJbIr€HCKOr0 MPOUCXOKICHUS.
MHorue BBICKa3bIBAIOT MPEANOIOKEHHE, YTO OHHU SBIAIOTCS TAKUMH K€ KapTBEJIbCKUMHU
(Tpy3MHCKUMHM) IJIEMEHAMH, KaK MPOKUBAIOIIME BOKPYT HUX 3Iphl (J1a3bl), CBaHbI U APYTHe
IUIeMEeHa, a COBpEMEHHbIE a0Xas3bl - 3TO IUIeMsl arcya, nepecenusiieecs ¢ CeBepHoro Kaskaza
B XVII B. cymectByeT U MUTPAlMOHHO-aBTOXTOHHAsi TEOpHs, T. €. YaCTUYHO MECTHOTIO,
YaCTUYHO MPUIILJIOTO MPOUCXOKICHHSI COBPEMEHHBIX a0Xa30B.

BpIcka3aHO IpeanooKeHue, YTO yIOMAHYThIE B aCCUpUNCKUX Haamucsax XI B. 1o H.
5. "abema" (Kak HapulIaTEeIbHOE UMsI TOPLEB CeBepo-3amagHol Mamoil A3um) SBISIOTCS
IIPEIKaMHU allCUJIOB, KOTOPBIE 3aTE€M IIEPEMECTHIINCH C I0ra Ha CEBEP.

"Ancunua" aHTUYHBIX aBTOPOB COOTBETCTBYET "AOmmneTn" rpy3MHCKUX MUChMEHHBIX
HUCTOYHMKOB. AOmmiern ynomuHaetcs B "Kaptimc mxoBpeba" (counmnenue J[KyaHmiepa) B
CBSI3M ¢ MOX0J0M Mepsana n6H Myxammena B 3amaguyio I'pysuto B 30-x romax VIII B.”.
Ancuiio W ee mpaBuTenss MapuHOoca yHNOMHHAeT BH3aHTUHCKHE uctopuk Deodan
XpoHorpa¢ B cBsizu ¢ coObiTuaMu Havana VIII B.”*. C aroro BPEMEHU B IPY3UHCKUX H
BU3aHTHMMCKUX IHCBbMEHHBIX MCTOYHMKaX AOcCWiug-AOmMIEeTH HE YINOMHHAETCS, 4TO
o0ycnoBieHo TeMm, uro AOcuiaMs B pe3yibTare ee aHHeKcuu Aobasrueil mnpekparuia
CYIIECTBOBAHNME KaK MOTHTHYCCKAs SIMHAIA  , X Ha AGCHIHIO PacIpOCTPAHUIOCH HA3BaHME
"AbGazrus".

[Tpubmm3uTensHo ¢ VI Beka HauMHAETCSl pacUIMpeHUE 3HAYEHUs TepMuHa AOasrus-
Ab6xazern. [locme pacmama Komnxuackoro mapctBa B 3amamnHoit ['py3um o0pas3oBanoch

% o JTAHHOMY BOIIPOCY CYLIECTBYET OOIIMpHAs JINTEPATypa, B JaHHOM ciydae ykaxxem: HHropoksa I1. I'eopruii
Mepuyine, Tounucu, 1954, ¢.130-146 (Ha rpy3.s3.); Mnaaze ML.II1. K Bonpocy 00 3THUYECKOM COCTaBE HACCICHUS
ceBepo-BocTouHOTro [TpruepHOMOpES B aHTHUHYIO S110XY. CM. BecTHuk oTnenenus OomectBenHbix Hayx AH
I'CCP, 2, 1960, c. 145-162 (na rpy3.513., pe3. Ha pycck.s3.); Menukumsumm . A. Konxuna B VI-IV BB. 10 H.3.
Cwum. Ouepku ucropuu ['py3un, I, ¢.223 ; Aryabansc 3.B. Odepk 3THHUECKOW UCTOPUHU abXa3CKOTr0O Hapoja,
Cyxymn, 1976, ¢.27; Mycxemmmsmiua J[.JI. OCHOBHBIE BOIIPOCH HCTOpUYECKOH reorpaduu I'pysun, 1.1,
Towummen,1977, ¢.46 (Ha rpys3, 53.) U Op.

5 Menuknmsmm I.A. Vka3. cou., ¢.283; cp. Mnamze MLII. Vkas. cou.,c. 151.

% Tlnunmii. Hatypansras ucropus, VI, SC, 11, c. 178, 179; ®nasuit Appuan [lepururyc, SC, 1, ¢.222, cm.
Wnanze, ykas, cod., c. 156.

?7 Kapriuc mxospe6a, I, T6., 1955, ¢.235; Ixyanmep Jxyarmepuann. XKusup Baxranra [opracana. ITepeoz,
BBeneHue U npuMevanus [.B. Iynas, T6., 1986, c.103.

®Cm.T eopruka, [V, u.l, CBenenus BusanTuiickux nucareneit o I'py3uu. ['pedeckuii TekcT, rpy3uHCKHUMA
nepeson U kommertapuid C.I'. Kayxuumsumm, Towmucu, 1952, ¢. 112;

% Anuabamse 3.B. U3 UCTOpHHU cpeHeBeKkoBor AbOxazun, Cyxymu, 1959,¢.66.



HECKOJIBKO 3aBHCHUMBIX OT PMMa moauTHYecKMX eAuHMII, cpenu KoTopbelx duaBuil Appuan
yHOMHHaeT a6a3roB ¥ ancuimos' .

Bo BTopoit monosune Il B. 3anagnas ['py3ust o6benununacek B Jlazckoe (Drpucckoe)
napctBo. Yacte cobcTtBeHHO AOcunuu - ¢ pexu Orpuc-nkanu (I'amumzra) mno p. Konopw,
BOIIUIA HETIOCPEICTBEHHO B mpenensl Jlasuku, a gacte - ceBepHee p. Komopw, Obina
o0beuHeHa ¢ AGxa3uel, kotopas siBiisiack BaccaioM Jla3ckoro mapcrsa .

Jlazuka TpedecKMX NHCbMEHHBIX MCTOYHHUKOB SIBJISUIACh  HEMOCPEICTBEHHOU
npeemuuueid Konxuael. Buszantuiickuit Anonum V B., uctopuku VI Beka: Ilpokonuii
Keccapwuiickuit, Moann Jlua, Araduii CxoacTuk, MOBECTBYS O JIA3UKE U Jia3aX, KaK MPaBUIIO,
OTMEYaloT, YTO Jia3bl - MOTOMKHU JPEBHHUX KOJXOB, 3TH J[Ba MOHATHS OHM YIOMHHAIOT KakK
cuHoHuMbl. Hanpumep. "Konxuna, koropas HeiHe uMmenyetcs Jlazukoit", numet [Ipokomnuit
Keccapuiickuii. 102

B VI B. (BcneacTBue HMpaHO-BH3AaHTUHCKMX BOMH) Jlaszckoe mapcTtBo ocmabiio, u3
HapcTBa BbIIENMIach A0Ga3rus, KOTopas MOJYMHUIACH HENOCPEICTBEHHO HMIIEPATOPCKOM
BJIACTH, KHA3bs (MTaBapbl) AOa3rMuM cTajad BaccajlaMM BU3AHTUHCKUX HMIIEPATOPOB.
Hauvanoce mnocrtenenHoe ycuienue AOasruu, kotopas B VI B. BKIOYMIAa B CBOM COCTaB
TeppuTOpHIoO cocereil Canurnn, MUCCHMHHIH, 1 3aTeM ATICHTHE - .

Hexotopele uccienoBaTeny CTaBsAT IMOJI COMHEHHE KapTBEIbCKOE IMPOUCXOXKICHHE
canuroB u wmwuccumusH (Muan-Mna, AnHuaban3e), HO, Ha Haml B3IJIAN, HAay4YHO OoJee
000CHOBaHO MHEHME TeX HcCieloBaTeNel, KOTOPbIE CUUTAIOT UX KapTBEJIbCKUMU IIEMEHAMU
(dxanamma, Muropoxsa, KayxummBunu, Muaaze). [Ipu 3ToM B naHHOM ciyyae JUisl Hac
BaXHO TO OOCTOSTENBCTBO, YTO KYJIbTYPHO-UCTOPUYECKH OHHM, OECCIIOpPHO, TIPY3HHBI.
3aciayXMBaeT BHHMAaHHUS TO OOCTOSITENBCTBO, YTO TPY3WHCKHI ucTopuk JIKyaHmiep,
noBecTByst 0 coObITusiX 30-x ronoB VIII B., cOOCTBEHHO 0 MoXojie apaOCKOro MOJKOBOILA
MepBana n6bn Myxammena B 3amagnyio ['pysuto, ormeuaer, uto MepBaH paspylLIns ropoj
"Ab6munetn u Abxazetu nyMI/I"104. [Ipu 3TOM HaIO y4yecTh, YTO UMEHHO TaKO€ MPOUYTEHUE
Tekcra (ropoxa "AOumietn m AGxazeTu'") COXpaHWIOCH B JPEBHEHIIEM JOIISANIEM 0 HAcC
criucke "Kaptnuc nxoBpe6a" (T. H. mapuiibl AHHBI), a B 0oJiee Mo3IHUX cruckax "Aomiern”
He yrnoMuHaeTcs. Bunumo, aBropy Obl1o u3BecTHO, uTo L{Xymu OblT roposomM AOUIMIeTH, HO
B 30-x romax VIII B. sTa TeppuTOpUs MOJUTHYECKH SBIsIIaCh AOXa3ued W TO3THUM
penakropam win nepenucurnkaM "Kapriamce nxoBpeba" 370 ObII0 HEMOHATHO, U OHM yOpanu
YKa3aHHBIM MaccaXx U B OTHOLIEHUHW l[xymu octaBwin ompenesneHue, 4To MepBaH pa3opui
ropon A6xazuu L[xymu.

C 80-x romoB X B., KOTJa MPOU3ONLIO OObeNMHEHHE AOXa3uu W OTPUCH U
00pa30BajioCh ~ €IMHOE  3alaJHOTPY3MHCKOE TOCYAapCcTBO, IPOU3OILIO  JajbHeiinee
pacmupeHue 3HaueHus 3Toro TtepMuHa ("AOxazern'-"AOasruei" HWMEHOBalaCh YK€ BCS
3anaanas ['py3us, abxa3-aba3rom kak coOOCTBEHHO abxa3, Tak M KaXK/bli 3amalHbINA TPY3HH).

B 80-x romax VIII Beka, mpu o0beauHenun 3anaganon ['py3un, riaBoil rocymaapcTsa
cTan KHs3b (MTaBap) abxaszoB JleoH. DTo TocCymapcTBo mpoctupaynioch oT Hukomcuw mo
Oacceitna p. Yopoxu, ot UepHoro mops no Jluxckoro (Cypamckoro) xpedTa u MpU3HABAIO
ctozepeHuteT Buzantuu. ['maBa rocynapcTBa, Kak OblJIO OTMEUEHO, UMEHOBaICA "MTaBap'-oM

(xmszem) ',

' Dnapuit Appuan. [Tyremectsue Bokpyr Ueproro Mops. ['py3uHCKHil MepeBo I, HCCIeI0BaHHE, KOMMEHTAPHil
u xapra H. Kewarmanze, Tomnmcn, 1961, c.42-43.

" Mycxemmuumn J1.JI. Uctopuueckas reorpadus Ipysuu IV-X BB., cM. Ouepku ucropun I'pysuu, 1.11, 1988,
c.383-386.

192 Cwm. Teopruxa, 11, T6., 1936. c.47.

183 Anua6anse 3.B. VYka3.cou., c.62-67.

1% Kaprmuc mxoBpeba, 1, ¢.235.

19 Yoane Cabanncaze. MyuennuectBo AGo TGumeu. [TaMsSTHUKH ApeBHE-TPY3HHCKO# aruorpaduueckoi
mutepatypsl, I, 1963, ¢.59; pycck. nep. Kexenuaze K.C, cM. OTrobl U3 HCTOpUK APEBHETPY3UHCKON JTUTEPATYPHI,
XII, T6. 1974, ¢.120; MaTtuane Kaptiuca, KII. Pycckuii mepeBoa, BBECHNE U TPUMCYAHUS

M./ JJoptkunanunaze, T6., 1977, c.28.



[To cBepeHMSIM TPY3WHCKUX MHUCHMEHHBIX UCTOYHUKOB (2 IPYTUX UCTOYHUKOB HET),
MOCTEAHUA TPEICTaBUTENb KapTIUHCKOrO IApCTBYIOMIET0 JoMa, O€3leTHBIM ApUui CBOIO
TJIEMSIHHUILY, 109b 11apsi Mupa, Beian 3amysx 3a Jleona AGxa3a, KOTopomy Tepeaasl KOpOHy
3rp1/101/1106. VYka3aHHOE OOCTOSATENHCTBO Ja€T OCHOBAaHHUE IMPEAINOJIOKHUTh, YTO O0ObETUHEHHE
Orpucu u AOxa3uu, TO €CTh CO3JIaHWE CIUHOr0 3amaJHOTPYy3WHCKOTO TOCyJapCTBa, OBLIO
TOOPOBOJIBHBIM, TUHACTHYECKUM axkrom'"’. 3atem Jleon (B xonme VIII B.) ocBoGOIMICS OT
Baccanurera BusanTuu, o0bsBIT ceOst napeM "u 3aBmagen A6xasueit u drpucu g0 Juxu"' ™.
AOxa3us SBISIaCh HACIEACTBEHHBIM BiaJeHUEM JIeoHa, TakuM jK€ HaCJIeICTBEHHBIM
BJIQ/ICHUEM CTaJIO JJIsl HETO MOJYUYEHHOE IO JIMHUY JKEHbI DTPUCH, U 00EMMH 3TUMHU CTpaHaMU
OH OJMHAKOBO '"3aBiajen", MOJYMHHUB MX CBOEH BIACTH, M Ha3Bajics "mapem abxa3oB" 109,
[Hapem a0xa30B Ha3Bajcs IMOTOMY, YTO AWHACTUA Oblla W3 AOxasuu. [IpomcxoxieHwue,
STHUYECKAasl MPUHAICKHOCTh Lapeil abxa3oB HemsBecTHA. [1o 3TOMy Bompocy B MHUCbMEHHBIX
HMCTOYHHMKAX HET HUKAKUX yKa3aHuM. Ps uccnenosarenei, cauraer ux coOCTBEHHO a0xa3aMu,
HEKOTOpBIE — I'PEKaMu, TaK Kak OHHM ObLIM cTaBiIeHHHKamMHu MMrepuw, psia — rpy3uHamu. Bee
9TH MHEHHS OCTAIOTCs B chepe MpeAronoKeHn, ¢ OJMHAKOBBIM IPAaBOM Ha CYIIECTBOBAaHUE.
Ho rnaBHoe He 3TO, rjaBHOE W CYIIECTBEHHOE B TOM, 4TO AOXa3ckoe IapcTBO IO
npeobsagaronieMy  OOJNBIIMHCTBY  HACEJIEHMs,  fA3BIKY, KYyJIbType, MHCbMEHHOCTH,
rOCyAapCTBEHHOW MOIUTUKE OBLIO TPY3WHCKUM TOCYIapCTBOM, a 1apu abXa30B, MO 3TUM Ke
JaHHBIM - Tpy3uHbl. ClenyeT y4yecTb U TO OOCTOATEIbCTBO, YTO apMsHCKUE UCTOpUKU XI B.
(nanmpumep, Moann [lpacxaHakcpTuM) 3TO TOCYAAapcTBO MMEHYIOT "Orpucu', ux napei -
"mapsimu Orpucu', a JKuTene - "arpncuaMI/I"HO

AOxa3ckoe 1apcTBO OBLIO TPY3WHCKUM TOCYJIApCTBOM, OOJBIIMHCTBO HACEICHUS
[apCTBa COCTABIISUIM TPY3WHBI: KapThl, STPHI, CBaHbI, 4acTb - COOCTBEHHO abOxasbl. [lo
coobmenuto Baxymtu barpatnonn, AOxa3ckoe IapCTBO  COCTOSJIO M3  BOCHBMHU
aJMHHICTPATHBHBIX CIMHHUI[ - 9pHCTaBcTB ' . COGCTBEHHO abXa3aMH ObUTH 3aCENCHEI
spuctaBcTBa AOxa3ckoe W 4yacTM4YHO - LIXymckoe, ocCTalbHbBIE MIECTh - DTpHCCKOE (LIEHTP
benna), I'ypus, Paua-Jleuxymu, Caneru, Apreetu (ueHtp llopananu), Huzunnas MMepetu
(uentp Kyrtauncnu) - ObuTH 3aceneHBI TPy3UHAMM.

Nwmenno B mepuon cymectBoBanusi Adoxasckoro mapcta (IX-X BB.), Ipu aKTUBHOM
colecTBUU abxa3ckux Iaped, 3amaaHas ['py3us B IIEPKOBHOM OTHOIICHWM BBIILIA W3
noqunHeHnss KOHCTaHTHHOMONBCKOTO MaTpuapxaTa U BOILIA B COCTaB MIIXETCKOHM Kadeapsl.
Jannbiii Bonipoc m3ydeH B Tpynax H. bepmzenmmswim, I1. Maropoksa, K. Kekenumze, C.
KayxunmBunu, 3. Anuabamze u jap. XOTS CYIIECTBYIOT HEKOTOpBIE pa3HOIJIACHUS
OTHOCHUTEIILHO JIaThl 3TOW OOJIBIION IEPKOBHOW pPePOpMBI, HO COOOIICHHS] TPEUECKUX U
TPY3UHCKHX MHUCHBMEHHBIX HCTOYHHKOB OECCIIOPHO  YKa3bIBalOT, YTO  BBIJICICHHE
3aMaIHOTPY3MHCKON LEepkBU K3 KOHCTaHTHHOINONS W BCTYIUIEHHE B JIOHO MIXETCKOIo
Karojaukocara npousounio B [X-X BB.

Koneuno, oyenb TpynHO OBUIO OCBOOOAMTHCA OT MOJUTUYECKOTO TMOAYUHEHUS
Buzanruiickoit Mnepuu, HO ropas3io TpyHee ObUIO BBIATH M3 IEPKOBHOTO MOJYMHEHUS U
HUCKOPEHUTh HE TOJBKO NOCHOJICTBO, HO U LIEPKOBHO-KYbTypHOE BiusiHue Mmnepun. C stoi
[EeNbI0 a0Xa3CcKue Iapu YIpa3dHsId TPEUECKUEe CMUCKOICKUE IIEHTPHI, KOTOPBIC SBISUINCH
onopoil KOHCTaHTHHOIIONSI, W B3aMEH YUYPEXJIajdd HOBBIE T'PY3MHCKHE LEHTpPbl. bblin
ynpasaHensl rpedeckue emapxuu B Pasuce (Ilotm), I'ymaBe u ap. Ilpm abxasckom mape

1% Toxyammep. Kaprnc mxospe6a, 1, ¢.243, ykas. pycckuii miep., c. 106.

107 Wuropoxsa I1. Yka3 cod., ¢.189-218; Aruabanze 3.B. Ykas. cou., ¢.100-105.

1% Marnane Kaptmuca, K11, I, 251, yka3. pycckwuii miep., ¢.28.

1% Tam xe.

"% Yopanec Hpacxanakeptin. Victopus ApMeHnH. ApMSHCKUI TEKCT, TPy3HHCKHN TIepeBO 1 KOMMeHTapuii E.
LarapeiimBuium, T6., 1965, c.c.38, 64, 109, 111, 119, 257 ...

""" Baxymu Barparnonn. Uctopus uapcrsa rpysunckoro. Cm. Kapriuc mxospe6a, IV, T6umucu, 1973, ¢.796
(Ha rpy3. 53.).

"2 PaccMoTpenne Bompoca ¢ 0630poM HCTOYHMKOB U IuTepatypbl. CM. M. Jlopakunanuase. AGXa3ckoe HapcTBo,
B kH. Ouepku ucropuu ['py3um, 11, Tonmumcu, 1988, c. 287-292.



I'eoprum 11 (922-957) Obuta yupexaeHa Uxonaunackas kadenpa B Mapteuiu, ipu Jleone 111
(957-963) - xadenpa B MokBH, B3aMeH yrpa3aiHeHHOH Kadenpsl B ['yaaa (ok. Odamuupe)
Barpar III (975-1014) yupemnn kadempy B Beama'>. Dtn HOBBIC ermckomnckie Kadeaps
CTaJll LEHTpaMH TPY3MHCKOH KyJIbTypbl. [I'py3MHCKas LEPKOBb C TPY3UHCKUM SI3BIKOM
IPOTUBOCTOSIA TPEUECKOM LIEPKBU U I'PEYECKOMY SI3bIKY, T. K. MPU TOCHOJCTBE I'PEUECKON
LIEpPKBH, KOTOpas Besia OOrociIyKeHHE Ha IPeYeCcKOM s3bIKe, O(UIIMATIBHBIM SI3BIKOM SIBIISLIICS
IPEYECKUH, YTO MPEMATCTBOBAJIIO UCIIOJIb30BAHUIO IPY3UHCKOIO s3bIKa B 3amaaHoil ['py3un,

B AO0xazckoM 1apctBe OBIIM  CO3JaHbl Tpy3MHCKUE aruorpaduyeckue u
TUMHOTpaduUYecKie MPOU3BENECHHs, IPH ABOPE a0Xa3CKHUX Hapei Ha TPY3MHCKOM S3bIKe Oblia
COCTaBJIEHAa XpOHHKa abXa3ckux mnaped, T.H. "/luBan a0xa3ckux wnapei", 31eChb CTPOMIUCH
NaMSATHUKU TPY3UHCKOM apXUTEKTypbl, AOXa3CKOe IapCTBO MPUHUMAJIO aKTHBHOE y4acTHE B
Tol OoubiIoi OOpbOEe, OOBEKTHBHBIM pPE3yJbTATOM KOTOPOH SIBUWIOCH OOBEAMHEHHE
IPY3UHCKHUX 3€MEJb M CO3JIaHuE €IMHOI0 I'PY3MHCKOTo (eosanbHOro rocyaapcrsa. Kak yxe
ObUIO CKa3aHO, BECh 3TOT CJOXHBI HCTOPUYECKMH IPOLECC, OTPaXKCHHBIH B IPEUECKUX
NUCHMEHHBIX HMCTOYHHKAX, COOCTBEHHO B CIHCKaX IEPKOBHBIX Kadenp, IMOIIMHEHHBIX
KoHcTaHTHHOMNOMIO, B TPY3WHCKUX IUCBMEHHBIX HCTOYHUKAX M3Y4YeH W MPEJCTABICH B
TPyZAax psa MCTOPHKOB' .

Ecnmu 6p1 AGxa3ckoe 1ApcTBO OBUIO HE TPY3HMHCKUM, a COOCTBEHHO a0Xa3CKUM
rocyapcTBOM, TO €ro croiuueid Obul 0bl He ropoxa Kyraucu, npeBHUil LEHTp TPy3MHCKOM
KyJIbTYpBl, PAcHOJOXKEHHBIH B CepeAMHE TPY3MHCKOTO HaceleHus, a AHakomus, ObIBIIHIi
1eHTp AOGXa3CKOro 3pUCTaBCTBA, [IEPKOBh MJIM HE BhIACIUIACH Obl N3 Buzantuiickoil enapxuu,
a ecJM U BblaeNmIack Obl, To 0Opa3oBanach Obl B COOCTBEHHO a0Xa3CKyIO LIEPKOBb U HE BOIIIA
OBl B COCTaB BCETPY3MHCKOH, MixeTckoli Kadeapsl, Tae OOrociIy)XeHHE BeEIOoCh Ha
I'PY3UHCKOM SI3bIKE,

C BbienenueM u3 KOHCTAaHTHHOMOJBCKOM MaTpUapXUM TPY3UMHCKUM  SI3BIK
OKOHYATEeJIIbHO 3aHsUI CBOE 3aKOHHOE MeECTO BO Bcell 3amaaHoil ['py3um, cTaB s3bIKOM
Gorocyxenus, kanuemspun' . C xonma IX Beka B AGXa3Hu yXe 3aCBUICTEIbCTBOBAHA
rpy3usckas smurpaduka’ '®. C sToro BpeMeHn B AGXa3HH Ha IEPKBAX, MOCTaX M JAPYIHX
COOPYIKEHUSX, KAK MPABUIIO0, HMEIOTCS TPY3UHCKHE HAXIHCH

OrpoMHOe 3HaueHHWEe uMeeT TOT (aKT, UYTO CYLIECTBYIOIIME B TIPY3MHCKOM
CPEIHEBEKOBOM 30/4YECTBE 3alaJHOTpy3HHCKas (AOxa3ckas), KaxeTcKas, TaoKJIapKeTcKasl,
KapTiuiicKas apXUTEKTypHble IIKOJNBI, CcoJepXka B ce0e MECTHble OTIMYMSA, HUMEIOT
obuerpy3uHcKuii xapakrep . ClieyeT MOT4epKHYTh TO OOCTOATENBCTBO, YTO STH OOIIHE
XapaKTepHbIE 4YEepThl B NAMITHUKAX apXUTEKTYpbl OTAEIbHBIX HE3aBUCUMBIX T'PY3HMHCKHX
rOCyAapCTB MPOSIBIISIIOTCS 10 BOCCOEAMHEHUS TPY3UHCKUX 3€MENb B €MHOE rocyaapctso (X
B.), YTO SIBJISETCS MOATBEPKICHUEM CYIIECTBOBAHMS MX OOILMX IPEBHEHIINX MCTOPHUUECKUX
KOpHEH, MPUHAATIC)KHOCTU K O0ILErpy3HHCKOHN KYJIbTYpE.

Kak yxe oTmeuanoch, ¢ CO3JaHMEM €IMHOIO 3alaJHOTPY3MHCKCIO TOCyAapcTBa
POMCXOIUT JAJbHEHINee paclIupeHne 3HaueHusl TepMUHOB "AOxa3us" u "abxa3", u OHU yxe

13 Kaptmuc nxo3peoda, I, Matuane Kapriuca, ¢.265, 270, 281, yka3. pycckuii miep., ¢.34, 36, 42.

"4 Bepnsennum H.A. Basupar B eonansroit [py3uu, cm. BUT. 111, 1966, ¢.47-57 (1a rpy3, s3.); Uaropoksa
I1. Teopruit Mepuyne. T0... 1954, ¢.231-244 (Ha Tpy3, #13.); Jlopakunaanazc M. . [lomutndeckoe oObennHEHNE
teomanproi ['py3un. T6., 1963. c. 188-194 (Ha rpys. s13.); AHuabanze 3.B. U3 ucropun cpeaHeBeKOBOMH
Abxazuu, c. 144-154; Ouepku ucropun ['pysumn. II, T6., 1988, 286-292.

5 Txanamma C.H. U3 uctopuu A6xasckoro uapersa. Tpysr, 11, 1952. ¢.306.

"¢ Brax6a X.C. M3 ucropun nucsMenHoctn B A6xasum. T6. 1967, ¢ .13.

"7 Hanuume rpedeckoii smurpadum, kak codcTBeHHo B AGxasun u Beeit [py3un uMeeT cBoe 0bbscHeHue. B
AQHTUYHYIO 3TIOXY 3TO BBI3BAHO SIBIICHUSIMH APYTOT0 XapaKkTepa, a B XPUCTHAHCKYIO IIPUBEPIKEHHOCTHIO K
IpevyecKoMy IPaBOCIABHOMY TOJKY.

'"® Bepumze B.B. Mecto namstaikoB Tao-KinapukeTu B uctopun I'pysunckoii apxutekTypsr. Toumicu 1981,
c.132.



0003Ha4alOT BCIO 3amagHyio [pys3uio, BepHee OOBEIMHEHHOE 3amaJHOTPY3WHCKOE
TrOCY/IapCTBO H BCEX 3aMagHBIX IPy3HH (Kak abXa3cKoro, Tak i Heabxa3ckoro miemenn)' .

Eme Gonee pacmmpsiercs: 3HaueHne TepMuHOB "Abxa3us" u "abxa3" ¢ konna X B., T.
K. B TUTYyJaType Lapeil 00beIUHEHHOr0 IPY3MHCKOro rOCyAapcTBa Ha MEPBOM MECTE CTOSI
TATYN "mapb abxa3oB". 3aKOHHBIM HacleTHUK Hapckoro poxa barpatmonm, barpar, 3atem
nepBbid apb eauHoii ['py3un barpar 111 (975-1014), KOoTOpbIi IO MATEPUHCKONM TUHUH ObLT U
€MHCTBEHHBIM 3aKOHHBIM HAaCJIEHUKOM 3allaJHOIPYy3MHCKOro TpoHa "mapeil aOxas3oB", B
CHJIy CO3JaBILEHCS CHUTyallud cHepBa ObLI KOPOHOBAaH Ha 3aMaHOTPY3MHCKUH TPOH H
NOJTy4ni TUTYJ "Haps abxa3oB", a TUTYJ "Llaph KapTBEJIOB" OH MOJIYy4uWI Julllb a Havyane XI B.,
MIOCJIE CMEPTU CBOETO MPEIIIECTBEHHUKA "Tapsi KAPTBEJIOB", ¥ MOTOMY OH UMEHOBAJICA: "LIaphb
abxa3oB, mapb KkaptBenoB". Ilocnme Boccoenunenuss Kaxetm H DOpetd K €ro TUTYIY
npubaBuiock: "Iapb 3pOB M KaxoB'. M Ha JAHHOM 3Tale TUTyJaTypa Lapedl eauHOro
IPY3UHCKOTO CpEIHEBEKOBOIO TIOCyAapcTBa cioXxuiack Tak: "barpar - mapp a0xa3os,
KapTBEJIOB, 3POB, KaXoB".

B Tpy3MHCKHX NMUCHPMEHHBIX MCTOYHHMKAX TOro BpeMeHHm "AOxasmsa" m "abxa3", kak
MPaBUIIO, YIOTPEOISIOTCS B cMbIcie BooOme "I 'py3us” u "rpyan"lzo.

NMeHHO MOTOMy, YTO B THUTYJAaType TIPY3MHCKHX LIapeil Ha IEpPBOM MECTE CTOSUI
TUTYN "mapb abxa3oB", B MHOCTPAaHHBIX MHUCbMEHHBIX MCTOYHHMKaX "abxa3" ymoTpelisics B
cmbicie "rpysuH" u "AOxazus" - B cwmbicie "I'pysus" (Cakaprseno). Ilpu 3tom 31H
MHOCTpaHHbIE aBTOPHI (TpeKH, apaldbl, pyccKue U Ap.) MPEeKpacHo 3HaiH, 4to "AOxa3us" - Ta
xe Nbepus, T. e. I'py3ust. Hanpumep: Buzantuiickuit uctopuk XI B. ['eopruii Kenpun naps
I'py3uu I'eoprus I (1014-1027) umenyet apxontom AGa3ruu, a ero chiHa - maps barpara IV
(1027-1072) - apxontom NU6epun. Buzantuiickuii ucropuk Moann 3onapa (konen XI B. - Hau.
XII B.) Toro xe barpata mmenyer apxoHtom Aobasruu. KenpuH, pacckaspiBasg 0 IMOX0Je
umneparopa Bacunus 11 B I'py3uto numer: Bacunuit BeicTynun npotus ['eoprust Adasra u
HanpaBuics B WbGeputo. T. e, ans BU3aHTHIiIEB 3TOoro BpemeHu abasr (AGasrusi) u ubep
(UGepust) - mpeHTHUHBIE TOHATUSA. Tak e HMICHTUYHBI TOHSATHS TPYy3WH M abasr i
BOCTOYHBIX (apaOCKHX, TMEPCUACKHWX) aBTOPOB MaHHOTO BpeMeHH. Apabckuii reorpad u
ucropuk XIII B. SIkyT mumer, yro AOxa3usi cTpaHa, HaceJEHHas XPUCTHAHAMM, KOTOPBIX
UMEHYIOT Kyp/Kamu (T. €. rpy3unamu). Cenbmkykckuii xponuct XIII B. M6n bubu o napure
I'py3un Tamap mumier, 4To OHA, LAPb TYPIPKOB (TPYy3HH), YIpaBiseT a0Xa3CKUM I[apCTBOM,
CTOJIUIIEH KOTOpOTro sBisieTcs TOmmucu. AOXa3uio OTOXISCTBISAIOT ¢ ['pysuerr Huzamu
lNanxeBu, Xakanu u ap. CinepyeTr ykaszaTb, UTO PYCCKUE CPEIHEBEKOBBIE JIETOIIMCHU IMPSIMO
YKa3bIBAIOT, YTO MOEp M abXa3 HACHTHUHbIC TOHSATHS ° . MOXHO NPHBECTH eIIe MHOIO
IIPUMEPOB, HO 10 JAHHOMY BOIIPOCY CYLIECTBYET CIELMAIBHOE UCCIIEN0BAHUE, U BBIBOJ OMH,
yTo TepMmuH "abxa3" (B pasHbIX (opmax) B TPY3UMHCKUX W HHOCTPAHHBIX MHCHMEHHBIX
UCTOYHUKAX, KaK [IPABUJIO, CYTh IPy3UH

Cob6cTBeHHO AOXa3us, KOTopas B 3amaJHOTPY3WHCKOM IIapCTBE ObLTAa MpeCTaBlIeHA
JBYMs aJIMUHUCTPATUBHBIMHU, UHULAMH (3PUCTABCTBAMH), B MIEPUOJI €AUHOTO TPY3HMHCKOTO
CPEHEBEKOBOI0 TOCYJAapCTBa IPEACTaBI€HA OJHUM SPUCTAaBCTBOM, BO TJaBE KOTOPOTO
Haxonured llepBammnze 12

Ecnm s napeit o0bequaenHo# ['py3un, kKak U BOOOIIE I TPy3HH, a0xa3 He ObLT ObI
TaKUM JK€ TPY3HMHOM, Kak 3rp, KapT, Kax..., Toraa napu ['py3un, HaBepHOE, IOCTapalInuCh ObI
BHECTHU W3MEHEHME B CBOIO TUTYJAaTypy. B TUTynaType rpy3MHCKUX Lapei B T€YEHHE BEKOB
BECbMa IIOYETHOE MECTO 3aHUMAJIM BU3AHTUNCKHUE NIPUBOPHBIE TUTYJIBI - Kypanaiar, Kecapb
u nap. ape Hasun IV Crpoutens (1089-1125), onieHuB peanbHOE MOJTUTHYECKOE MOJOKEHUE

9 Jlopakumannse M.JI. A6xasckoe napctBo. Cv. O4epKH HCTOPHH I'pysun, U, c. 285.

120 AGxa3ust 1 aGXa3bl CPETHEBEKOBBIX [PY3MHCKHX MOBECTBOBATE/IBHBIX HCTOUHUKOB. [ py3HHCKHE TEKCTHI HA
PYCCKHH S3BIK TIEPEBEN, IPEUCIOBIEM 1 npuMedanusiMu cHad i [.A. Amuu0ba, TO, 1988, c.3

2! Mosects BpemeHHbIx JieT. Y. I, M., 1950, 213.

12 [Majtuanze I'.T'. Haspanue ['py3un B pycCKHX MACHMEHHBIX HCTOPHUYECKHMX HCTOUHMKAX. TOumicH, 1989.

12 Ycropus u BocxBaeHne BeHieHocues Kapriuc nxospeba, I, ¢ 33-34.



['py3un, oTkazancs OT A3THUX TUTYJIOB, XOTSI €ro HEMNOCPEJCTBEHHBIE MPEAKH YIOPHO
NOOWBAJNCh ITUX TUTYJOB M C TOPAOCTHIO MMEHOBAIMCH KypamajiaTtamu, kecapsmu... Cam
JaBua, emie B OBITHOCTh LAPEBUYEM, OBLI YJOCTOEH BBICOKMX BHU3aHTUHCKUX THUTYJIOB, HO
JIETKO OTKa3alics oT HuxX. Ho Bompoc oTHOcUTENnsHO TUTYA "Hlapb abxa30B" He ObLT U HE MOT
OBITH TIOCTaBJEH, T. K. "Happb abxa3oB" cyTh "mapp 3amagHoit ['py3un, "mapp 3amagHbIX
rpy3uH".

JlpeBHUEe a0Oxa3bl, KapTBEJNbl OHU IO MPOUCXOKIEHUIO WM HET, MO0 HCTOPUM U
KyJbType OBLTU TaKUMU K€ TPy3UHAMH, KaK 3TPbI, CBaHbI, KAPThI, KAXU U BCE KapTBEIbCKUE
THUYECKHUE TPYNNbl M TaKO€ >K€ Y4YacTHE MPUHMMAIU B CTPOUTEIBCTBE TI'PY3MHCKOIO
rocyAapcTBa U TPY3HMHCKON KYJIbTYphI, Kak Bce KapTBenbekue miemeHa (H. bepazenumBuim)

[Tocne MakcMManabHOTO pacIIMpeHHsl 3Hadenuss TepMHHOB "AOxasusa" u "abxa3"
HayvaJcs oOpaTHBIN Mpolecc.

B konme XV B. eauHOE€ Tpy3MHCKOE TOCYAapCTBO PaCMAOCh HA YETHIPE YaCTH:
napctBa Kapriu, Kaxeru, Umepetu u kusxectBo Camixe Caarabaro. [ponecc deonanbHOro
IpoOJIeHUsT CTPaHbl yCYTyOIIsuics, U B Tpeaeax mapcrsa Mimepern o0pa3oBanuch KHKECTBA
I'ypus u Camorpeno. CobctBeHHO AOxa3usi BXoJawiia B cocTaB KHsDkecTBa Camerperno, a B
XVII B, BBIIETWIACH B CAMOCTOSITEIBHOE KHSKECTBO, (DOPMaJIbHO TOIUUHSIONIEECS LApIo
WNmepetu, Bo rnaBe ¢ KHskeckuM pojom IllepBammmsze. AGxa3uss B OBITHOCTH CBOIO
CaMOCTOSITENIbHBIM KHSKECTBOM B KYJBTYPHO-UCTOPUYECKOM IIJIaHE SIBJISUIACh TaKOM ke
TPY3UHCKOM MOJMTHYECKOM €AMHMIEH, KaK W JpYrue KHSKECTBA, CYHIECTBYIOLIUE K 3TO
Bpems ' '

HMeHHO ¢ 3TOro BpeMEHM M HAUWHAETCS OOpaTHBIA MPOIECC, MPOIEeCC CY>KUBAHUS
3Ha4YeHus1 TepMuHOB "abxa3" u "Abxazus". [locie co3manus KHsHKecTBa AOXas3us rpy3uHBbI (U
HE TOJIBKO Ipy3uHbl) AOXa3ueil MMeHOBalM coOCTBEHHO 3T0 KHskecTBo. C XV-XVI BB. B
ocnabesiel ['py3un mpoTekaroT CIOKHBIE MCTOpUYEcKHe mnpouecchl. Menn mecto (axTs
nepecenenust miemeH ¢ CeepHoro KaBkaza, B pe3yibrare uero mnosBuwiock B Kaxeru
nesrurckoe, B lluga (Buyrpenneit) Kaptnu ocetunckoe u 3amamHoit ['py3uH agpireiickoe
HaceJIeHUeE.

C xonua XV - Hau. XVI B, Ha 10ro-socroke ['py3us coceicTBOBajla C CUIbHBIM U
arpeccuBHbIM TocynapctBoM, CedeBuackum HpaHoMm, a Ha [0ro-3amajiie - C CHWIBHBIM U
arpeccuBHbIM Typerko-ocMaHckuM rocygapcrsoM. B reuenne XVI-XVIII BB. Mexny stumu
JIByMsI TOCYJJapCTBAMU BEJIUCH [TOYTH HETIPEPHIBHBIE BOWHBI.

OTH BOIHBI, KOTOPBIE MpECe0BAIN IeTH pacipenus chep BausHUsA Ha bimkHem
Bocroke, 01HON M3 OCHOBHBIX 3a/1a4 CTaBWJIM 3aBOEBAaHME ['py3uu, U B TEUEHHUE BCETO 3TOTO
BpeMeHHU ['py3us sABisUIach apeHON BOCHHBIX ACUCTBUU. I'py3uHCKHE rocynapcTBa, B CHILY
CBOMX BO3MOXHOCTEH OKa3biBas cornpoTusiienne Mpany u Typiuu, cTapaiuch UCMIOIb30BaTh
OJTHOTO Bpara MpOTHB Apyroro. Jlujmach KpoBb Ha TIPy3WHCKOW 3emile, Tpy3WHBI THOIU B
HEpaBHBIX 00s1X. B TeyeHue 3Toro BpeMeHu B CTpaHe CYIIECTBEHHO YMEHBIIMIOCH HaCEJICHHE.
B omycromeHHble HU3MHHBIE PETHOHBI CITYyCKAJIOCh HAacEJIeHHE C Top, a 00e3II0JeBINNE
I0’KHBIE CKJIOHBI KaBKka3za 3acessuce nepeceseHnamMmu ¢ CeBEpHbIX CKIIOHOB KaBkaza, KoTopsle
IIOCTEIIEHHO CITyCKAJIMCh B HU3HHY.

Ham HensBecTHO, Kak IMEHOBaNM cebOst Ha cBoe mpapoauHe, Ha CeBepHom KaBkase,
TE IUIEMEHA, KOTOPbIE MOCTENEHHO MPOCAYMBAIUCH HA TEPPUTOPUIO a0Xa3CKOI0 KHSKECTBA.
['py3uHBl IMEHYIOT WX abxa3zaMu. MOXHO TPEANOJI0KUTh, YTO, KaK U Ceivac, OHM U TOT]Ia
UMEHOBAIU cebs arcya.

C Toro BpeMeHM Ha yKa3aHHON TEPPUTOPHUH MPOUCXOIUIH ONPEACICHHBIE N3MEHEHUS,
CMEIIIEHNE HACEJICHUS.

C aTOro xe BpeMeHH HauMHaeTcsl ociabiaeHe MO3UIUN XPUCTUAHCTBA B AGXa3CKOM
KHSDKECTBE, YTO OOYCJIOBJICHO YCHUJICHHEM SI3bIYECKUX OOpSIOB M BEPOBAaHUI, NMPUHECEHHBIX

1% Bepnsennuuin H.A. 06 A6xasun. Cm. H. bepasennmsumu. Bonpocst ucropuu Ipysuu, T.111, Toumuc,
1966, C.288 (Ha rpys. 53.).



npumeamumMu ancya ¢ CesepHoro KaBkasa u ycraHoBieHueM rocmnojactBa OcMaHCKON
MMIIEPUH, KOTOpasi IJIsl YKPEIJIEHHs CBOUX IMO3ULIUI CTapanach pacIpOCTPAHUTh UCIIaM.

B AbGa3rum, KyJga XpHUCTHAHCTBO NPOHHUKJIO C IHEPBBIX BEKOB HAIEH Hpbl U
roCyJIJapCTBEHHOH penuruei 66u10 00bsABICHO B VI B., yCTOM XpUCTHAHCTBA MMOIATHYJIUCH.

I'py3uHCKHE M MHOCTpaHHbIE NMHUCbMEHHBIE UCTOUYHHUKH PUCYIOT PEAIbHYIO0 KapTHHY
HOCTENEHHOT'0 COKpAIEeHUs cpephl BIUSIHUSA XPUCTHAHCTBA.

[Tocne Bbinenennss AOXa3CcKOro KHsDKECTBa M3 KHspkecTBa Camerpeno Mexay HUMU
Hayauach HanpspKeHHasi MexdeoanpHas ycooua.

K xormy XVII B. kasbkectBo Camerpeno mMoOTepsiio B 3TOH OOphOE 4acTh CBOMX
BJIaJICHNN, TeppuTopuio Mexay pekamu Konmopu m Murypu. IlpucoenuHeHHas K KHSDKECTBY
AbGxa3us, 3Ta TEpPUTOPUSI U3BECTHA B UCTOPUH 1O HazBaHueM CaMyp3akaHo.

C sTOoro BpeMeHM HauMHaeTcs mporecc "abxa3uzauuu" 3TOro Kpas. ITOT Hpolecc
XOpOILIO OTPaXEH B IPY3MHCKUX M MHOCTPAHHBIX NMHUCbMEHHBIX MCTOYHHMKAX M OCBEILIEH B
CrenManbHON nuTepaType Bompoca = . OcoGOro BHMMAHHS 3aCTyKHBAeT COODIICHHE O
3aCENICHNN STOrO Kpas abXazamu

B ykazannoit kaure U.I'. AHTenaBa npuBeneH nokyMeHT Hayana XIX B., rae ckas3aHo,
gyro B XVII B. kasi3ps1 AOxazun LllepBammaze,"oparbs Pocrom, Ixukemmus u KBarry, CBIHOBBS
3ernaka, MOAEIMIN CTpaHy Mexay coOoro. Crapmuii u3 HUX - PocToM mepBeHCTBOBaN B
Ab6xazuu ot p. b3eiom no Komopwm; cpemnemy - JDkukemms mpuHaIIekKaia o00JACTh OT
Konopu no I'anunzu... uro kacaercs muaauiero - Ksamy, oH 3aHsu1 MECTHOCTB OT 'anuasu no
Wurypu. Dto Mmecto, Omarogapsi CMyTHOMY BpEMEHH, OBLIO OTHOCHUTEIIFHO OE€3II0IHO,
nostomy Ksamy u3 b3piOu, T. e. U3 BiaaeHus crapuiero Opara, Mepeceiaus HECKOJIbKO
KHSOKECKMX W ABOPSHCKHX (ammnmii: AHuabanse, DmyxBapu, WuamumBuiam, Mapranus,
3Banbas1, JlakepOas u AKI/IpTaB8.127. Xots 310 nokymeHT Havana XIX B., HO Tak Kak OH
BIIOJIHE COIVIACY€TCsl C CUTYallueH, KOTOPasi MPOCIEKUBAETCS 110 TPY3UHCKUM U MUHOCTPAHHBIM
nucbMeHHbIM HcToyHrKaM X VI-XVIII BB., TO 3acity>KuBaeT MOJHOIO JOBEPUSL.

ITocne XV Beka MOCTENEHHO YyYalllalOTCSl HamaJeHUs a0Xa30B Ha pa3HbIe PErHOHBI
3anagnoi ['py3uu, npeumymiecteeHHo Camerpeno. ['py3unckuii uctopuk XVIII B. Baxymtu

BarpaTHOHM yKa3hIBaeT Ha HEOJHOKPATHbIC HALIECTBHs abxa30B Ha I'pysmio (Camerpeno)'®®.

O TaKuX HAMIECTBHSX COOBIIAIOT U MHOCTPAHHBIC ABTOPHI ~ .

ITo nokymentam XV B. sicHO, yTo CyXyMHu He ABIsieTCS TOpoaoM AOXa3uu.

[To manubiM Apkanmkeno Jlambeptu, Ipanma, Moksu, WUnopu, beaua Broast B
IIpEIEIIb CaMerpen0130. Ceenenust Apkanmxeno Jlambeptu ocobenno Baxkusl st XVII B., T.
K., XOTSl OH - CTOPOHHMU HaOJNIOAaTeNlb, HO HaOMIOAATeNb, KOTOPbIH 20 JIET XU B ITOM
paiioHe.

Becbpma npumeuatenbHO COOOIIEHHE, 3aCBUIETEIbCTBOBAHHOE B OJHOM JOKYMEHTE
XV B., 4T0 abxa3bl "oTOUUTH OT XpHcTHaHCTBA" ~'. ['py3HHBI IPEKPACHO 3HAIH, UTO a0Xa3bl,
Kak 1 Bce xxutenu ['py3un, usnpesie ObUIM XpUCTHAHAMU, U OHU B HEJOYMEHHMHU OT TOTO, 4TO
3TH XPHCTHUAHE OTOLUIM OT CBOEH Bepbl. JTH OTOIIEAIIME OT XPUCTHAHCTBA abxas3bl H
NIEPECEUBIINECA C CEBEpa allCya COBEPIIAIOT HAIAJCHKs Ha COCEHUE palioHbl. B 1oKyMeHTe
nepBoii mosnoBuHbl XVIII B roBopuTcs O TOM, uTO abxa3bl OCKBEPHWIM XPHCTHAHCTBO,
OTKA3aJIHCh OT Bephl . JIOKyMEHTATbHbIC JAHHBIC SBHO YKA3bIBAKOT, KAK CY/KAKOTCS FPAHUIIBI

12> Autenasa U.I. Ouepku 10 ucropun Adxazuu XVII-XVII 8s. Cyxymu, 1951; Aruabanze 3.B. U3 uctopun
cpenHeBeKoBoi AOxa3uu, ¢.258.

126 Antenaa U.T. Vkas. cou., c.42-43.

127 Cm. Anrenasa U.T. Vka3s cou., c.42.

128 Baxymru. Ykas. cou., ¢.842, 863 u ap.

129 ITyremectBue XKana Illapnena B [lepcuto u apyrue crpansl (cBeneHus ¢ I'pysun). Ilepeson ¢ ppanimysckoro,
HcclieioBaHue U KoMMeHTapun M.A. Mramo6mumismiy, T6., 1975, ¢.210, 248, 253 u ap. (Ha Tpy3. 513.).

130 Apkammkeno JlamGeprn. Omucanue Camerpeno. oz pen. JI. Acaruanu. T6.: 1938, ¢.120, 158.

B! [TamsiTHEKE Tpy3HHCKOTO mpaBa. TeKCThI M3/1al, IPUMEUAHUAME 1 yKasatensmu.caabmun M.C. Tomse, 111,
1970, c.222.

132 [TaMATHUKY TPy3MHCKOrO TpaBa, yKas. cou. 11, 1965, ¢.209.



pacnpoCcTpaHEeHUs FOPUCAUKINY 3anaaHorpy3uHckon enapxuu B TedyeHne XVI-XVII BB., kak
IIOCTENIEHHO JUIsl TPY3UH U XpPUCTUAHCTBA MpoNanaeT 3eMis 3a p. DHrypu. Eciu 1o naHHbIM
XVI-XVII Be. Cenenust 3a pexoit DHIypH BXOMWIH B mpenensl Camerpeno’ >, To B Hagane
XVII B. Te Xe celeHUs YK€ 3aHATH abxa3zamu B 3acioy’KuBaeT BHHUMAaHHA TO
00CTOSITENILCTBO, UTO AJII MHOCTPAHLEB, MpOXKUBawoluX B 3amanHoil ['pysuu, B cepenvHe
XVII B. buuBunra (Ilumynma) naxomutcs He B mpenenax AoOxasuu, a B Camerpeno,
IOPUCAMKIIMS TJIaBbl 3aMaJHOIPY3MHCKOM LIEpKBH pacrnpocTpaHsercs Ha "Opumm, 3emin
UMEpEeTHHLEB, TypUiilieB, a0Xa30B U CBAHOB, €r0 CTOJIbHBIA XpaM (MUTPOIIOJINUS) HAXOJUTCS B
buusunTa, moodauszoctu oT Ad6xazun" 135 Y3 s1oro co0OIIIeHHs SICHO, UTO BUYBMHTA MTOKa €ellie
He cTaja Takol AoOxa3ueil, Kakoil HWHOCTpaHIbl BOCHPUHUMAIU PETHUOHBI, 3aHSTHIE
MIEPECENUBIIMMUCS IIIEMEHAMMU.

OtpaxaTh HamajeHusl abXa30B CTAHOBWJIOCH TPY/HEE, MOJOXKEHHUE OCIIOKHAIOCH, U
kas13b Camerperno Jlean II Hagmanu (1611-1657) ykperuisier cTeHy Mg OTPaxACHHUS OT
Hananaromux. [Io mosoxy 3toi crensl Baxymru barpatnonu numer, 4ro 3ty creHy JleBaH
JlaguaHi TOCTPOMI CHeNMATBHO U 3allUThl OT ab6xa30B 0. Ha kapre ApKaHDKEIO
JlamGepTH Takke yKa3aHo, 4TO 3TO 3alIUTHAs OT a0Xa30B crena'’.

Crnenyer y4yecTh TO BeCcbMa BakHOE oOcTosiTenbcTBO, uTo a0 XVII B. abxasbr B
COLIMAJIbHOM OTHOILIEHUH, IO KYJbTYpE U BEPOUCIIOBEAAHUIO HE OTIUYAIOTCS OT OCTAJIBHBIX
xutenelt I'py3un (codctBenHo 3amagHoil ['py3un). MHocTpaHIbl, cBEleHNsT KOTOPBIX BECbMa
BakHbl UMeHHO B 3ToM IaHe, B XII[-XV Bekax CyXyMu CUMTAIOT I'Py3UHCKHM TI'OPOJOM.
CyxyMmckuii karonuueckui enuckon Iluerpo I'epanbau B mucbMe, HanucanHoM B 1330 r.,
xuTesIMA CyXyMH Ha3bIBaeT IPY3HH, & TAKXKE MYCyJIbMaH U €BpPEEeB. DTO yKa3bIBAaeT Ha TO,
4yTO B 3TO BpeMs B CyxyMu BoOOII€ HET COOCTBEHHO a0Xa30B, HO €CJIM OHU TaM U ObLIH, TO IO
A3bIKY, BEPOMCIIOBEJIaHHIO, O00pa3zy H3HM HE OTIMYAIUCh OT TPYy3HUH, MHOITOMY MJIs
WHOCTPAHIICB OHH OBLIH I'Py3UHAMH.

Ha wranbsackoit kapre XV B. y ycrbsa p. Kemacypu HaHeceH NyHKT "MOpTO
Munrpeno", Ho k XVII Bexy kaptuna mensercs. Jxoanu Jxynuano na Jlykka, KOTOpbIi B
1630 r. myTemectBoBasl o 3anagHou ['py3um, ommchiBas ObIT abXas3leB, YKa3bIBaeT Ha TO,
YTO )KM3HEHHBIE HOPMBI a0Xa30B CX0XKH C YEPKECCKUMH..., YTO UX SA3BIK OTIMYACTCS OT S3bIKA
cocellel, OHM HE HMMEIOT IHMCAHHBIX 3aKOHOB, HE HMMEIOT IHMCbMEHHOCTH, XOTS IO BEpe
XpUCTHaHE, HO 0€3 BCAKMX XPUCTHAHCKUX 0ObIYaeB. JKUBYT B Jiecax, UMEIOT MaJIOUYUCIICHHBIC
OTapel, B OCHOBHOM [JOBOJIBCTBYIOTCS IOUYBIO, sirofgamu. lImeHnna y HUX He BOOUTCS, COJIb
OHH HE yIoTpetsioT .

ITo ceenenusim Apkanmxkeno JlambepTr, KOTOpHIH, Kak ObIIIO ckazaHo. 20 JIeT KW B
3anaanoil I'py3un, abxas3bl HE KHUBYT B FOpoJax U KPEMOCTSX... )KUBYT B JiecaX, Ha BEPUIMHAX
rop... He IPyTUe HAMAJAIOT HA HHX, & OHHM CAMM HATIAJAI0T APYT Ha apyra’ .

B 40-x rogax XVII B. B ['py3unt HaX0AUIICs U3BECTHBIN TypeIKHUil reorpad U HCTOPUK
Onust YeneOu, onucaHue KOTOPOrO CBHIETEILCTBYET O HAJIMYMM OTIMYHOIO OT COCEIHUX
rpy3uH ObITa ¥ KYJIbTYpbl B AOXa3uH, I7ie K ’TOMY BPEMEHH YK€ TOCIIOICTBYET UCIIaM, HO, 10

o 140
€ro CJIOBaMm, a0xas3bl He 3HAKOMEI C KOpaHOM, U BOO6I.H€ Y HUX HECT HUKAKOU PCIUTuu .

13 [TaMATHUKY rPy3MHCKOrO TpaBa, yKas. m3., 111, c.c.397, 436.

1** Tam sxke, c.c.670-671.

3 Tyremecrsue XKana Illapaena, ykas. u3x., c. 137.

13¢ Baxyrrn, ykas. cod., c. 782.

137 Amaabanse 3. B., ykas.cou., c. 266. B TaHHOM clTydae HAC HE HHTEPECYET 3Ta APEBHSS CTEHA U YKPEIUISIOT JI
€€ 3aHOBO WJIH €€ ceidac CTposAT. 3HAYCHHE UMEET TO 0OCTOSTENBCTBO, YTO KaK ISl TPY3UHA, TAK U HHOCTPAHIIA,
9Ta CTeHa CIIY)KUT 3aIUTOH OT a0Xa30B.

18 TaGarya W. T'pysus B apxuBax u kuuroxpasmmmiax Esporsr, 111, 1987, ¢. 169-1 7!. (1a rpys. s3.).

139 Apkanmkeno Jlambepty, ykas. u3m., c. 168.

140 3pmus YeneOu. Kuura nyrermectsus, 11 ToM, mepeBet ¢ TyPeLKOro, HCCIEI0BAHHEM i KOMMEHTAPHSIMH
cHabOun I'.B. Ilytypunse, Boit.l, rpy3unckuii nepeBon, Towmwmucu, 1971, ¢. 106. OBnus Yenebu, kak u Jlambepry,
HEOJTHOKPATHO YKAa3bIBAET HA TO OOCTOSATEIBCTBO, YTO OHU HAMAIAIOT JAPYT Ha apyra, c. 102, 105 u np.



[IpuBeneHHbIE JaHHBIE BIOJHE MOATBEPXKAAIOT BBICKA3aHHOE B T'PY3HHCKOMN
ucTopuorpadguu MojgoKkeHHe 00 M3MEHEHHH COLMATbHO-KYJIbTYPHO-PETUTHO3HOTO O0IHKa
HacesieHus1 AGXa3uu, 4To MOrjo ObITh BbI3BaHO yacTuyHOU (H. bepazenumBunm) unu noiaHon
(IT. MuropokBa) CMEHO STHUYECKOTO COCTaBa HACEICHHUS.

B ucropuueckux mpenaHusAX ~ancya HEOJHOKPAaTHO TOfABIsAETCS Tema 00
WX .TIEPECEICHNH U3 JaleKHX CTpaH' |, MpeaHus o6 anaHaxX YKasbIBAIOT HA CYIIECTBOBAHME
HACENICHHS, KOTOPOE IMOTHONO0 M Ube MECTO 3aHsIH apyrue . O NPOKHBAHHE B TOPax
CBUJICTENLCTBYET U HAPOJHOE CTUXOTBOpPEHHE 00 AWpre, COrjJacHO KOTOpOMY OOT BOITHBI
abxa3cKoil MU(OJIOTUN CTOPOKUII BEPIIUHBI TOP U K MOOEPEKBIO CITYCKAJICS JIMIIb C LETbIO
rpabexa’®’. BO3MOXHO, B 9THX NPEIaHHSX OTPAKCHBI SBICHHS PA3HBIX SMOX, HO Ha (OHE
BBIILIEU3JI0’KEHHBIX SIBJICHUI OHU 3aCIIyKUBAIOT BHUMAHUS.

UTo nmpoucxoauT, 4eM BbI3BaHbI Takhe n3MeHeHus? Kak yke ObUIo cka3zaHO, Ha ATOT
BOIPOC B IPY3UHCKOM HcTOpUOrpauu 1aH OTBET.

Konnenmus He3akaBKa3CKOro MPOUCXOXKAEHUsS abXa30B He sBIsSETCS wujaeei
rpy3uHCKHUX y4eHbIX. O0 sToM eme B XIX B. mucaau HEKOTOpBIE PYCCKHUE HCCIIEIOBATENH,
Hanpumep: "AOXa3Ipl He BCerJa OOUTaIu TaM, TJe Tereph KUBYT, a IpeJaHus UX U MHOTHE
UCTOpPUYECKHE IaHHbIE W OOBIYaM YKa3bIBAalOT, YTO OHM MPUIUIM C CEBEpa W TOTECHWIH
KapTBEJIbCKHE MIIEMEHa, [I0KA He ocTaHoBumnch y Marypn"'*.

Kak yxe ObUI0 ckazaHO, B cpeqHeBeKkoBOM ['py3um a0xa30B cuMTanu rpy3MHAMH.
CornacHo 3THO-KyNIbTypHOH KoHueniuu Jleontu Mposenu, 3anaanas ['pys3ust Bceueso
SIBISLIACH YIEIOM Jrpoca, T. €. Best 3amagnast ['pysust cyTs drpucu’ . HesaBHCHMO OT TOTO,
Korma cosnaBanoch mpousBenenue ("XKusnp mapeit"), B VIII, X unu XI BB., aBTOpYy
cymiecTBoBaHne AOxa3uu ObLIO M3BECTHO, HO OH O HEH HE YITOMHHAET MPH OMHCAHUH STHO-
KyJIbTYpPHOU KapThl [ py3uu, 4TO MOXKHO OOBSICHUTH JIMIIb TOYKON 3pEHUS, CYIIECTBYIOIICH B
I'py3un Toro BpeMeHu.

B XI Beke, xorma marpuapX AHTHOXMHM MOCTaBWJ TIOJ COMHEHHE 3aKOHHOCTH
aBTOKe(amnu Tpy3WHCKOW LEPKBH, BBIAAIONIMICA Tpy3uHCKUE gearens [eopruii
Mranmungenu (CBsiToroperr) Ipu ABOPE BCEMUPHOTO MaTpuapxa 000CHOBAJI 3aKOHHOE MPaBO
nepkBu ['py3un Ha aBTOKe(aIMI0 MPOMOBEAHUYECKON AEATENbHOCThIO B I'py3unm Annpes
[TepBo3BaHHOTO, yKa3bIBasi MPH 3TOM, UTO OJUH U3 JBEHAALATH anoctoioB, CBumon Kananwur,
noxopomeH B I'pysun, cobctBenno B AGxasuu, B Hukorcuu'*°. Dro sBHO ykasbiBaeT Ha To,
YTO B 3TO BpeMs, Kak i TPy3UH, TaKk U BU3aHTUHIEB, AOxa3us u ['py3us sBiIsIHCH
UJACHTUYHBIMU TTOHITHSIMH.

Baxymtu barpatnonu, pacckassiBasg o 3amaaHoil ['py3uu, Nuiler, 4To 3Ta CTpaHa
criepBa MMEHOBajach OJrpucu, 3areM AOxazetu, a 3aremM Wwmepern. [[ns Hero 3amamHas
['py3ust - aT0 Orpucu-Adxazeru-Mmepern, XoTs eMy HM3BECTHO CYIIECTBOBAaHHE COOCTBEHHO
A0Gxa3un u abxa30B ¥ U3BECTHO M TO, YTO Y HUX CBOU COOCTBEHHBIN pa3rOBOPHBIN s3Ik
D10 O0OBACHSAETCS TEM, YTO, HE3aBUCHUMO OT TMPOUCXOXKIEHUS, MO KyJIbType, HCTOPHH,
CpeIHEBEKOBBIE a0Xa3bl - 3TO IPY3UHBI, U 3Ta TEPPUTOPHS SABIsLIACH I py3ueit.

HeusBectHo, B TO Bpems, Korja Tpy3uHBl APEBHUX a0a3ros, alcWIIOB, a 3aTeM
xKHUTeIe AOXa3CKOro KHSDKECTBA MMEHOBaJIM abxa3aMH, TO KakK K€ MMEHOBAIM OHHM CaMH
ceOs1. He uckimoueHa BO3MOXKHOCTb, YTO Y HUX ObUT CBOM COOCTBEHHBIN Pa3rOBOPHBIN SI3BIK,
HO T. K. Y HUX HE ObUIO COOCTBEHHOU MUCHMEHHOCTH, TO 3TO HE ObLIO 3aUKCHPOBAHO.

1! Cm. L Wnan-Una. AGxassl, Cyxymmn, 1960, c.36-38.

2 Tam e, ¢.376.

'3 Tecnp Aupt AGxasckas HapomHas mod3ust. T6., 1984. H. Baprasi, "Aupr, Tl rpaGHILIb TONBKO TOGEpexKbe',
ra3. "Caxanxo ranatie6a”, 1989, 10 oxts0ps, Ne46, c.1 2.

144 Nbstaxo-Tapacos A.H. B3biGckast A6xasust. M3Bectust KaBKa3cKoro OTAeIa HMIEPATOPCKOTo Pycckoro
reorpaduueckoro obmectra, X VIII, Tudmauc, 1905, c.65.

145 Kaprmnic mxoBpeba, 1, ¢.5.

146 Kurne Teoprus Mraumungenn. CM. "[TaMATHAKY JPEBHErPY3MHCKOI arHorpaduaeckoii mureparypsi, 11,
Tounucu, 1967, c.154 (Ha rpy3.s13.).

' Baxyrmrn, c.786.



BrnepBbie cooOuieHue 0 CyLIECTBOBAaHMM Yy a0Xa30B CBOETO Pa3TOBOPHOTO S3bIKa
3aCBUIETENBLCTBOBAHO Y aBTOpoB X VII B. 148

B cBa3u ¢ BompocoMm s3plka a0xa30B 3aciay’KMBAaeT BHUMAaHUS COOOILEHHUE
rpy3uHckoro ucropuka XIII B. B ncropuueckom counHeHUM, MOCBALIEHHOM Liapuie Tamap
("McTopust 1 BOCXBaJI€HHE BEHLIEHOCLIEB"), B CBSI3U C POXKJIEHUEM HAclIeAHHMKA MPecToja
CKa3aHo, uTo Tamap Ha3Baja €ro MMeHeM cBoero orua ['eoprus m Hapeksia BTOPBIM UMEHEM
"Jlama", 9TO B IEpeBOIE (C aCapcKoro si3blka 0603Ha4aeT " mpocBeTHTeNb BeeaeHHoit ") ™.

OcHoBaHMeM AJi1 TOTO, 4TOO 3TOT "SA3BIK amcapoB" OTOXKAECTBUTH C COBPEMEHHBIM
SI3BIKOM aricya (abxa3oB), Hapsy ¢ OHETHUYECKOM OIU30CThIO "arcap-"armcya", CIIyKUT U TO
00CTOSITENLCTBO, YTO B COBpeMeHHOM abxa3zckoM s3bike "Jlama" ("Amama'") 3Hauut "cBet",
"ceerou". Ho 31eck ciemyeT y4ecTh OJIHO OOCTOSITENBbCTBO. B nmpeBHelIeM AOIMIEAIIeM 10
Hac cBojie "Kaptnuc mixoBpeba" (T.H. pykonuck napuiibl Mapuawm, XVII B.), onpeneneHus "Ha
a3bike arcapoB" HeT. Takoro ompenenaeHuss HET U B PYKOMMCSX, KOTOpbIE MPUHAIIEKAT K
rpymnmne cBoAa napuibl Mapuam (cnucku, T. H. Muxetrckuii 1 Mauabenu). Beimeynomsnytoe
onpezaenenue nmeercs B cnuckax XVIII Beka, uto u ykazano B uzganuu C.I'. Kayxunmsunm.
B tekcre "HcTopun u BocxBasieHus BeHueHocues" B pykonucu X VII B. ckazano "...JIama, 4To
B MEpPEBOJIC 3HAYUT IPOCBETUTENb BCEJIEHHON". B naHHON pyKONMCH HUYEro HE CKa3aHo, C
Kakoro si3pika mepeBod. Ho ucropuky wnu pemakropy XVIII B., BuAMMO, OBIJIO M3BECTHO
3HAYEHUE 3TOT'O CJIOBA, M OH BIucal "c arncapckoro si3pika". TpyaHo ckaszats, rae xuil B XII B.
TOT HapoJ, C sI3blKa KOTOPOro LapHlla 3aMMCTBOBaja BTOPOE MMS I CBOETO ChIHA. MOXHO
npeanosnoxuTh, 4to B XII B. oHu (ancapsl) xxuiu B npenenax ['py3un, HO BO3MOXKHO, UTO OHU
KWK U 1o cocenctBy ¢ I['pysuei, Ha CeBepHom KaBkase, u uMs a1 ChlHAa Lapula
3aMMCTBOBajJla y HMX. B3auMMOOTHOIIEHMs, CyllecTByroue Mexay ['pys3ueirl m cocerHUMH
Haponamu CeepHoro KaBkasa, He MCKIIIOUAIOT TaKyl0 BO3MOXKHOCTb. T. K. onpezaenenue ("'c
s3bpIKa arcapoB') mpuHaIeKHUT penaktopy X VIII Beka, ecTb OCHOBaHMSI AJI TIPEIITOIOKEHUS,
YTO MJIEMEHA, Y KOTOPBIX ObLI CBOM amcapckuil A3bIK, MO3JHO Mepecenuiuchk B ['pysuio, u
penaktop XVIII B. cuen HyXHBIM OOBSCHUTH UYHMTATENSIM 3HAYCHHUE CJIOBAa. B CB3M C
YKa3aHHBIM ONPEACICHUEM BO3HHMKAET €IIe OJWH BOIMPOC: €CIM "amcapcKuil' MIAECHTUYEH C
"abxa3ckuM", MmouemMy TpYy3MHCKUI aBTOp WJIM PENAKTOp YIOTPeOIsSeT HEU3BECTHOE CIIOBO
"arcapckuii", a He "abOxa3ckuii"? Bo3MOXHO, B CHJIy TOTrO OOCTOSATEILCTBA, YTO JIsS
CPEIHEBEKOBBIX Tpy3uH "abxa3" u "abxa3ckuii" cyTh "rpy3un" u "rpy3WHCKHI", a UMEHHO JUIS
TOTO, YTOO OTJIMYUTH JPEBHUX abXa30B OT IMO3JHHUX, T. €. HOBBIX, M BcTaBmwiu B XVIII B.
BBIILICIIPUBEACHHOE OlpesieeHue. [laTh OAHO3HAYHBIA OTBET HAa 3TOT BOIPOC TPYAHO, HO SICHO,
YTO 3TOT (PAKT HE ABISAETCA HEOIPOBEPKUMBIM J10Ka3aTEILCTBOM CYILIECTBOBAHUS COOCTBEHHO
abxasckoro (arcya) HaceiaeHus co cBouM s3blkoM B ['pysum XII B. KoHeuno, pedb MoOeT
UITH JIUIIL O Pa3sTOBOPHOM SI3BIKE, T. K. B COOCTBEHHO AOXa3uu, Kak M BO BCed 3amaaHoun
I'py3un, mocine NpUHATHA XPUCTUAHCTBA S3BIKOM OOTOCIYKEHHSI U COOTBETCTBEHHO
MMMCBMEHHOCTH OBLT TPEYEeCKUi, KOTOPBIM, Kak ObLIO yKazaHo Bhime, ¢ IX B., mocie
BCTYIUICHHUS 3alaJHOTPYy3MHCKON IIEPKBU B cOcTaB MIXETCKOM Kadenpbl, ObUT 3aMeHEeH
TPY3UHCKHM, U TPY3MHCKHUH SI3BIK 3aHsUT BO Bceil 3amamuoii ['py3uu, BKiIO4ash COOCTBEHHO
Abxa3zuio, riaBeHCTBYIolIee nonoxenue. Tak mpomommkanoch 10 XIX Beka, Korma mapckoe
IIPABUTEILCTBO HAYAJIO CBOE HACTYIUICHME HA IPY3MHCKHUH S3BIK, CTapasCh BHECTH pa3zop B
cpeny HaceneHus [ py3un. AGxa3us okazanach CPaBHUTEIHHO OJIAarOJaTHON MOYBOM ISl ATOU
aKLWU, W TIOJ NIPEUIOrOM 3aIlHUTHI U MOKPOBHUTEIBCTBA ATHUYECKOIO MEHBIIUHCTBA U €O
KyJbTYphl B cepennHe XIX B. ObUIM HpPEANPUHSATHI MEPBBIC MONBITKUA CO3MaHHs a0Xa3CKOM
MMCbMEHHOCTU. BriepBeie abxasckuii andaBut (s s3bIKa arncya) Obul co3gaH B 1862 T.
u3BecTHBIM yueHeiM I1K. Vemapom, Ha 6ase pycckoit rpaduxu'™’. 3aTeM GBUIM MOIBITKH

18 Jpmust YemeGu, ykas. cou., ¢.107-108; [ixoann 1a JIykka, V. Tabarya, ykas. cou. ¢. 170.

14 Kaprmnc mxospe6a, 11, 1959, ¢.58. Pycckuii mep. K.C. Kekennmze, cm. K.C. Kekenumse. DTIONbI 0 HCTOPHH
JIpeBHErpy3uHCcKoi nureparypsl, XII 1974, c.204.

1% Cremyer oTMeTnTh, 4TO MMEHHO B paGoTe Ycapa cka3aHo, 4To arcya - abxassl. Cm. Yemap ILK.
OrHorpadus KaBkaza, A6xasckuii s13b1k, Tudmuc, 1882, c.121.



yCOBEpIIeHCTBOBaHUS 3Toro andasuta. B 1892 r. memaror K. MayaBapuanu u ero yueHuK (B
JAbHEUIIIEeM OCHOBOIIOJIOKHHUK M KIIACCUK abxaszckoil jurepatypsl) J. I'ynus momblTanuck
YIIyYIIUTh 3TOT andasut, 3areM H.S. Mapp co3manm HOBBIM a0Oxa3ckuii anmpaBuT Ha 0ase
natuHckoi rpaduku. B 1938 r. JI. I'ynus npu nomonu rpy3uHckux yuensix A. [anuaze u C.
Jlkanamma co3gai  0Oojiee  yCOBEPIICHCTBOBAaHHBIM abOxa3ckwii  andaBUT, Ha OCHOBE
rpy3uHCKOi rpaduku, a B 1954 romy Obul cO31aH HBIHE JCWCTBYIOUINM, HOBBIA abXa3CKHii
andaBuT, BHOBb Ha OCHOBE pyccKkoi rpaduku. [lepBas kHHUra Ha s3bIKe arcya ObUla W3/1aHa B
Tudnuce B 1912 roxy. 3to 6611 cOOpHUK cTUXOB [l. ['ymust.

[{apckoe mNpaBUTENLCTBO IOCJE YMpa3aHEHUs aBTOKeanuu ['py3MHCKONW LEpKBU
(1811 r.) Hauano mepeBOAUTH OOTOCIyXEeHHE B IEepkBax AOXa3uu ¢ TPY3MHCKOTO Ha
CIIaBSHCKWH, 4YTO TaKKe TMpeclepioBAI0 Ienu pycupukanuu kKpas. B cBoumx 1emnmsx
MCIIONI30BAJI0 MPABUTENLCTBO apckoit Poccun u Tparndeckue coObITHS B UCTOpUU AOXa3uu,
CBSI3aHHBIE C MYXaPKUPCTBOM. PaKTHUYECKH POBOLIMPYS IiepeceeHne adXxa30B-MyCyJbMaH B
Typuuto, a 3aTeM co3aaBas NPENITCTBUS TOW YACTU MYXaJKUPOB, KOTOpasi ’kKeJjajla BEpHYThCS
Ha pPOJMHY, IPABUTEIBCTBO OJTHOBPEMEHHO HE pa3pelajo rpy3uHaM NocesThes B AOXa3uu u
CIOCOOCTBOBAJIO 3acCENCHUIO Kpas apMsHaMH, PYCCKUMHU M TPEACTABUTEISIMH JIPYTHX
HallMOHAIBHOCTEM.

I'py3uHCKass mpecca TOrO BpPEMEHHM MPEKPACHO WIUIIOCTPUPYET, Kak CTapajiach
Ipy3UHCKasi MHTEJUIMTeHIMsl Bo riaBe ¢ M. YaBuaBaa3e NMpensTCTBOBAThH BHICEJIIEHUIO a0Xa30B-
MycyiabMaH B Typuuto. OTH 0OCTOSTENbCTBA AOKHBIM O0pa3oM OCBEIIEHB B KHHUIE
U3BECTHOTO abxa3ckoro uctopuka I'. J[3ua3apus, HOCBSILIEHHON MpoliecCy MyXaXKUPCTBA.

CrouT BCIIOMHUTB U O TOM, YTO NpaBUTEICTBO Jlemokparuueckon I'pysuun B 1920 r.
yepe3 CBOEro NPEJCTaBUTENS BOIPOC MYXaJKUPOB BHOCUT HA PACCMOTPEHME 3acEeAaHUs
CoBeTra AHTaHTBHI.

[Tponiecc 3acenenust AOXa3uu PyCCKUMHU M apMsSiHAMHU aKTUBHO TPOJOJDKAJICS U B
COBETCKHMI MEpHoja, O YeM KpPAaCHOPEUMBO TOBOPAT JaHHble nepenucu HaceneHus 30-50-x
roZIoB. YKa3aHHas MOJHMTHKAa COBETCKOTO IMPAaBUTENbCTBA OblIa SIBHO HAIIpaBiieHa IMPOTHB
KOPEHHOTO0, TPY3HUHCKOT0 U a0Xa3CKOr0 HACEJICHHUS.

ITporiecc orropskeHust A6xazuu ot ['py3um, HauaBmMicS co3gaHueM AOXa3CKOro
KHSDKECTBA, BBI3BIBACT JasIbHEIICe M3MEHEHHE 3Ha4ueHUs TepMuHOB "AOxasus" u "abxa3".
Kak y»xe oTmedanoch, ¢ 3TOro BpEMEHU HAUMHAETCS CYKEHHE 3HAUEHUS 3TUX TEPMHUHOB K
co0cTBeHHO AOXa3CKOMY KHS)KECTBY.

Ilocne ymnpasnHeHMs TPY3MHCKOM TOCYAAPCTBEHHOCTH IIPABUTENIBCTBO LIAPCKOU
Poccun crapanoch HCKOpEHUTh camo Ha3zBaHue "['py3us', Takxke OHO CTapaioCh UCKOPEHUTH
U Ha3BaHue "AOxasus", KOTOpas B CHCTEME pPYCCKOW aIMHHHUCTPAIM HMEHOBAJIOCH:
"Cyxymckuii BoeHHBIH otaen”, a ¢ 1883 r. - "CyxyMckuii okpyT", KOTOPBIH OBUT MOTYMHEH
rerepan-ryoepnatopy Kyramcu. HecMoTpss Ha cTpemiieHHE LApPCKOrO MpPaBUTENILCTBA, B
TPY3UHCKOM SI3BIKE COXpaHWJIOCh Ha3BaHue "AOxa3usa", u B 1918 roxy, korma Obuta co3mana
Hemoxkparnueckas PecnyGnuka ['py3us, oHa BoILIa B €€ COCTaB Ha MpaBaX aBTOHOMHH, YTO
6bu10 Mpu3HaHO npaButebcTBoM PCOCP no morosopy 7 mast 1920 roxa.

B romer cymectBoBanus JleMokparmueckoit PecnyOnwku ['py3um Tpy3uHCKHE
OoJpIIeBUKU TIpU Tojepkke mpaButesnbcTBa PCDOCP crapanuch ociiabuTh ee. AKTHBHEE
Bcero Bparu /[eMokparuyeckoi ['py3un nelcTBOBAIM B OKpPAaMHHBIX peruoHax. Pesynbrarom
NEHCTBUSL 3TUX CWJI  ObUIM  BBICTYIUIGHMSI B  AOXa3uu TPOTHUB  IPaBUTENbCTBA
Jemoxkpatudeckoit I'pysun.

[Tocne annekcum ['pysun PCOCP B deBpane 1921 r. u ycraHoBiIeHHUS 371eCh
COBETCKOM BJIACTH NPOIIECCHl, MMEBIIME MeCTO B AOXa3uM, OCBEIIEHbl B KHUTE JUAepa
abxasckux 6onpmenukoB H.A. JTako6a'',

B mapte 1921 r. PeBkom u3man Jlexnapanuio o0 Ad6xasuu, u 29 MapTa Ha COBEIIAHUN
PYKOBOASIIMX paOOTHUKOB 3aKaBKa3bsi ObUIO MPUHATO pemieHne o co3nannn Adxasckoit CCP.

13! Jlako6a H.A. Cratbu u peun. Cyxymu, 1987.



3acmykrBaeT 0co00T0 BHUMAHHS TO OOCTOSITEIILCTBO, UTO JTUACPHI A0Xa3CKUX OOJBIICBUKOB,
Jlakob6a, Omiba, B TpeOOBaHMSIX CaMOCTOSTENBHOCTH OT HMMEHH AOXa3uu COBEPIICHHO
UTHOPHPOBAIA HHTEPECHI TPY3HMHCKOTO HACSICHUS AOXa3uH.

B coBemanuun, Ha kotopoMm Jlako6a m Dmiba mocTaBUIM BOMPOC O HE3aBUCHUMOCTHU
Ab6xazun (29 mapra 1921 r.), npunumanu yuactue C. Opmxonukunze, C. Kasrapamze, M.
Topomemnunze, I11. Dnuaa. "Bompoc o HezaBucumocTn A6xasum, - 3asBiser H.A. Jlako0a, -
BO3HHMKaeT B 1921 1. u ceifuac e mociie COBETHU3AIMU BBIABUTACTCS MHOIO W T. Dmba. B
Baryme mbl, 1. Cepro u DnmnaBa, TOKa3bIBAIH, YTO TaKas HE3aBUCUMOCTH ceifuac B MHTepecax
co3manus HenomuenabHo CoBeTckoil BiacTh B AOXa3suu HeOOXOaMMa KakK BBIBECKA. OTH
TOBApHUIIY OTBETUJIN, UTO €CIIM HE3aBHCUMOCTh HY’kKHA B AOXa3uu B MHTEpecax CO3AaHUS TaM
noyinHHONM COBETCKOW BJIACTH, TO OEPUTE €€ HE TOJBKO KaK BBIBECKY, HO M KaK MOJJIUHHYIO
HesaBucumocts" 2.

Kacascp atoro Bompoca, I'. Dmba ormeuan: "Korzma mbl cTamu nepea BOMPOCOM,
KaKyl0 CTPYKTYpY 3/1€Ch MPUHSATh, HE TOJBKO Mbl, MECTHBIE KOMMYHHUCTBI, HO M TOBAPUIIIH U3
I'py3uun u 3 Poccun Hanuiv, 9To €ciii B MHTEpecax HapoJa, B MHHTEPECcax TPYASIIUXCS, YTOOBI
MOMOYb UM OCBOOOJUTHCS OT HAIlMOHATU3MA, HEOOXOIMMO 00BABUTH AOXa3HI0 HE3aBUCUMO,
TO HYXHO 3TO cJieJaTh, HECMOTPSI HA TO, YTO HHUTJE B MUPE TaKOW MaJICHbKOW pecryOauKu
HeT. U Torma, Ha 3aceaHMU OTBETCTBEHHBIX PAOOTHHKOB, OBLIO MPU3HAHO HEOOXOIUMBIM,
JUTSL TOTO, YTOOBI M30BITh HAIMOHAILHYIO PO3HB, XOTSI OBl BPEMEHHO OOBSIBUTH HE3aBUCUMOCTD
CoBerckoii A6xazun"' ™.

Kak sBCTByeT W3 MpUBENEHHOTO Marepuasa, TpeOOBaHWE CO3/IaHUS HE3aBUCHUMOMU
A0GXa3uM CYUTAIIOCH JIUIIH "BBIBECKOM" M paccMaTpHUBaIOCh KaK BPEMEHHOE SIBJICHHE.

Crnenyer OTMETUTh, YTO TPY3HUHCKHE OOJIBIIEBUKU HE CIIyYalHO MOUUIH HAa YCTYTKY:
XOTsl TIEPEroBOPHI BENUCH IMOCIIe aHHEKCHH ['py3uu, HO OHU BEIUCh B YCIOBUSX OOpBHOBI 3a
YIOPOUYEHNUE W COXpPAHEHWE BJIACTH, U TPY3MHCKUE OOJBIIEBUKH HYKIAJTUCh B TOIJICPKKE
cBOMX a0xa3ckux Koier. JlumepoB Trpy3MHCKUX OOJIBIIEBUKOB HE HHTEPECOBajIO U HE
0€eCIIOKOMIO TO 0OCTOSATENIBCTBO, YTO ATOHM YCTYNKOW OHH MOcATalu Ha equHcTBO [ py3um, ee
UCTOPUYECKHUX TPaHUL, Ui 3alIUThl KOTOPBIX TPY3UHCKUN Hapoj Ooposcs Bekamu. OHU He
WHTEPECOBAINCH, HE CUUTAINCH C 3aKOHHBIMH MPaBaMU TPY3WHCKOTO HApOJa, OCOOCHHO TOM
€€ 4YacTd, KOTopas B TEUYEHHE BEKOB JKWJIa Ha COOCTBEHHOH 3eMiie U B COOCTBEHHOM
rOCyAapCTBE, a TENEPh JOJKHA ObLIIA )KUTh B APYTOM T'OCYIapCTBE.

OHM npUHUMAaIM 3THU PEIICHUS U CO3[aBajil HOBOE TOCYJapCTBO B TEX TpaHMIAX,
KOTOPBIE COCTaBIISUTM HEOTACTUMYIO 4acTh HCTOpuuYecKoi ['py3un, rae Bcerga OONBITHHCTBO
HACEJIEHUsI COCTaBJsUIM TPYy3uHBL. EJMHCTBEHHOE, YTO 3a00THIIO TPY3HMHCKUX OOJBIIEBHUKOB,
3TO COXPAHEHHE BIIACTH.

To, uto HezaBucuMas AOxa3usi OblIa CO3/aHa MCKYCCTBEHHO, OBICTPO Jajno o cebe
3HaTh. Ee 000CO0JIEHHOE CYIIECTBOBAHHE HE OTBEYAIO €€ COOCTBEHHBIM TOJUTHYECKUM H
COLIMAJIbHO-KYJIBTYPHBIM MHTEpPECaM, M BCKOpE MO0 MHUIMATHBE TEX K€ a0Xa3CKUX JIUJEPOB
OHa ObLIa JIMKBUAUPOBAHA.

Cnenyer yuecth, uto B 20-Xx TOmax OBLIM CO3[@Hbl W JPYTrMe HE3aBUCHUMBIE
"pecniyOnuku" (CraBpononbekas, Kybanu, [Ipuueprnomopcekas u ip.), KOTOpbIE BCKOPE CTallu
obnactssmu Poccuiickoit @eneparuu. [lonoOHbIC SBICHHS UMENTH MECTO U B 3aKaBKa3hbe.

Korma mbl ykaspiBaeM Ha mpeoOiiagaHue TPY3MHCKOTO HaceleHuss B AOxa3ckoi
ACCP, HeoOX0AMMO OTMETHTH, YTO ATO 3aKOHOMEPHOE SBJIEHHUE, T. K. BCS TEPPUTOPHUS
coBpemeHHOM AOxa3zckoii ACCP Obula HEmOCPeACTBEHHOW COCTaBHOW YaCThIO TPY3MHCKUX
roCyJapcTB, ¢ APEBHEUIINX BPEMEH 3/1€Ch MPOXKWBAJI TPY3UHCKUN 3THOC. DTO, KOHEUHO, HE
UCKJTIOYaeT BO3MOKHOCTH CEBEPOKABKA3CKOTO MPOMCXOXKICHUS a0a3roB W arcujoB, HO OHU
3J1eCh BCET/a SIBISUINCHh MEHBIIIMHCTBOM.

152 JTako6a H.A. Ykas. cou. 1987, ¢.92, nok. Ne29.
133 Cpespt CoBeroB Abxasuu. COOPHHK T0KyMEHTOB i Matepuanos (1922-1923 rr.), Cyxymu, 1959, ¢.92,
oK. Ne29.



[Ipu 3TOM 3acity’kKMBarOT BHUMaHUs pe3ybTaThl AaHTPOIOJIOIMYECKUX HCCIEA0BaHUN
HACENCHUS COBPeMeHHOH AGxasun. M.I. AGIymeTuuBuIM B CBOel KHure ' © APYrux
UCCJIEIOBAHMSIX pAacCMAaTPUBAET AaHTPONOJOTMYECKHE JlaHHblE TpeX abXa3CKuxX TpyIl
(Ouamumpckoro, ['ymayrckoro u I'arpckoro paiioHOB) M HEOONBIIONW Tpymmbl abXasos,
NEPECETUBIINXCS BO BpPEMsl MyXaJDKHUPCTBAa M IO Cel JEHb Npoxuparomux B baTtymckom
paifone. [lo 3akitoueHUIO0 aBTOpa, BCE ATH 4YEThIpe TPYMIbI, 0€3 BCAKHX PErHOHANbHBIX
OCOOCHHOCTEH,  yKIaAbIBAlOTCA B  paMKW  BapualliM  MECTHBIX,  T'PY3UHCKUX,
AQHTPOIIOJIOTUYECKUX THUIOB, T.€. B PAMKH IPUYEPHOMOPCKOr0 THUIA MEePEAHEa3naTCKOU pachl,
U TI03TOMY IMPOTUBOIOCTABISIOTCS POJCTBEHHBIM IO SI3bIKY CEBEPOKAaBKa3CKUM aJbIF€HCKUM
rpyInmnaM, KOTOpblE, B CBOI OYE€pedb, BXOIAT B COCTaB aAbITEHCKOW pPa3HOBUIHOCTH
NOHTHICKON packl. Crenyer y4ecTb M TO OOCTOATENBCTBO, YTO K TAKOMY JKE€ BBIBOIY
npuxoauT abxasckuii antpononor W.I1. Jlagapus, Ha OCHOBE U3y4eHUs JepMaTOrIU(pUIecKOn
CHCTEeMbI HaceTeHns AGxasun' .

Kak wu3BecTHO, Ha OONBIIONW TEPPUTOPUHM HcTOpudeckoil ['py3uu, B OCHOBHOM
3amagHol, a Takke U BocTouHOM, 3acBUI€TENHCTBOBAHbI CBAHCKUE U METPEILCKHUE TOTIOHUMBI,
YTO MOXKET SIBIISITHCS OCHOBAaHUEM MJI TMPEAINOJIOKEHUS, YTO ITH TOMOHMMBI (MX OOJbIas
4acTbh) - HE COOCTBEHHO CBAaHCKHE WJIM METPENIbCKUE, a MPUHAIIEKAT K O0IIEKapTBEIbCKOMY
A3BIKY-OCHOBE. HacTh U3 HUX COXPAaHWJIACh B CBAHCKOM, YacThb B METPEIbCKOM M HE BOIIIA B
TPY3UHCKHIA s3BIK. JlaHHOE O0OCTOSITENLCTBO, CO CBOCH CTOPOHBI, TOJTBEPKIACT HATUIHE
KapTBEJIbCKOTO (TPY3HMHCKOT0) 3THOCA Ha TEPPUTOPHH UCTOpHUecKoi ['py3uu ¢ npeBHeilmero
BPEMEHH.

XOoTs BOIMPOC ITHUYECKOTO TMPOHMCXOXKICHHUS a0Xa30B U SBISETCS CIOPHBIM, HO,
0€3yCcII0BHO, UCTOPUUECKU U KYJIBTYPHO OHU OBLIM IPY3HMHAMHU.

[Tocne ycranoBnenust CoBerckoil Biactu AOxa3uell uMeHoBanach AOXxasckas
Pecniybnuka, cnepBa couuanucThdeckass He3aBUCHMas, 3aT€M Ha JOTOBOPHBIX Haydajax c
I'py3ueit, a 3arem ABTOHOMHass B coctaBe ['CCP, HO rpy3uHbl, KaKk U Jpyrue HapOIbl,
abxa3amMH y)ke Ha3bIBalOT Ty 4YacTh HaceJleHHs Toi AOxa3uu, KOTopas cama ce0si Ha3bIBaeT
amncya.

Te, kTO ceroaHs UMeHyeT ce0s aricya, a Mbl Ha3bIBaeM a0xa3amH, SIBIISIOTCS HAIMEH,
y KOTOpoil HeT apyro Poaunel, kpome ['py3un.

I'py3unbl u abxas3bl (arcya) sBIAIOTCA KOpeHHbIM Hacenenuem ['pysun. Ha srtoit
3eMJie 3aBOEBaTEeIeM HE SBISIOTCS HU TPy3uWHBL, HU abXasbl, 3TO CETOJHALIHSSA
JENCTBUTENBHOCTD, BCE MPEALIECTBYIONIEE IPUHAUIEKUT UCTOPUU. ['py3UHBI )KUBYT 34€ChH C
JIPEBHEUIITNX BpEMEH, a0Xa3bl - WM C JIpeBHelmero BpeMenu, win ¢ X VI-XVII BB., unu u ¢
npesreiimero Bpemenu, u ¢ XVI-XVII BB. o XVI-XVII BB. abxa3bl, HE3aBUCUMO OT UX
MIPOUCXOXKICHUS, B KyJbTYPHO-UCTOPHUUYECKOM OTHOIIEHUU SABJSUIHCH Tpy3uHaMu. C XIX-XX
BB. HQUMHAETCS MPOIECC OTUYKACHUS U 00pa30BaHMs HErPYy3MHCKOIO CaMOCO3HAHHUs arcya,
0COOEHHO MHTEHCUBHO 3TOT Tporiecc nmpoTekaeT B XIX-XX BB.

Taxkum obpazom "abxa3"—HeogHO3HAUHOE cOOMpaTenbHOEe UMs; ¢ abasr-abxaza OHO
pacmupsiercst 1o 3amannoro rpysuna (VIII B.), ¢ 3anmagHoro rpy3uHa BooOIie 1o rpy3uHa (X
B.). C co3manus Ab6xa3ckoro kHspkecTBa (XVII B.) 3HaueHHe 3TOro TEpPMHUHA CYXKAeTCs, W
abXxa30M HauMHAET Ha3bIBaThCs TOT, KTO UMEHYET cels arcya.

[Tocne coznanmst Abxaszckoii CoBeTckol, a 3areM ABTOHOMHOU PecryOnuku, oHa BCst
uMmeHyercs AbOxaszuel, HO TPy3HHbI, KaK M BCE JAPYTMe HapoOJbl, O YeM yKe ObUIO CcKa3aHo,
abxa3aMH Ha3bIBAIOT Ty YacTh €€ XKHUTEJeH, KoTopasi cama ce0si UMEHYeT arcya.

THE ABKHAZIANS

13 AGmymenmmBuan M.T. AHTPONONOr ks APEBHETO U COBPEMEHHOro Hacesenus [ pysuu, Toumuicu, 1964
'3 NTapapus W.II. K usyuenuio nepmatormuukn Hacenenus 3anagHoro Kapkasa, Coserckas stHOrpadus, M.,
1975, N4, c. 121-130.



AND
ABKHAZIA

The modern Abkhazian ASSR lies in the north-western region of Georgia — in the
historical and modern Western Georgia.

There is no consensus in the scholarly literature regarding the oldest ethnic map of
Western Georgia, particularly its Black Sea littoral. However, this refers to such a remote
period (6th-5th millennia B.C.) about which there cannot be any discussion of a concrete
ethnos, whereas from the 2nd millennium B.C., when the picture is relatively clearer, mainly
Kartvelian population is assumed in Western Transcaucasia.

Beginning with the indicated period up to Classical times, the archaeological material
permits to conclude the existence here of a common Colchian, i.e. Kartvelian culture.
According to specialists, separate regional-local variants are identifiable within this major
culture, yet Colchian on the whole. In the 2nd and 1st millennia B.C. the Kartvelian (properly
Svan) ethnic element was widespread in the mountainous as well as lowland zone of Western
Georgia, one proof of this being the derivation of the name of Tskhumi (Sukhumi) from the
Kartvelian (Svan) designation of hornbeam.

The conclusion is supported by the evidence of ancient Greek mythology — the
expedition of the Argonauts to Colchis, and by the view-based on linguistic research — on the
existence here of a Kartvelian language by the time of the advent of the Argonauts (2nd
millennium B.C.), i.e. at the time of earliest contacts between Greeks and Colchians.

Such a view is fully backed by evidence of Classical written sources (Hecataeus of
Miletus, 6th cent. B.C., Herodotus, 5th cent. B.C., Scylax of Caryanda, 4th cent. B.C., Strabo,
turn of the old and new eras, and others), on the basis of which we find the statement in the
specialist literature to the effect that at the period under discussion the Kingdom of Colchis
embraced the entire lowland of Western Georgia. The land up to Dioscurias (Sukhumi)
appears to have been populated mainly by Colchians, beyond which the population was
relatively more mixed, with the Cercetae, the Coraxae, and other tribes being mentioned along
side the Colchians. Some researchers consider these tribes of North-Caucasian origin.
However, note should be taken of the fact that Hecatacus of Miletus calls the Coraxae 'a
Colchian tribe'. In defining the ancient ethnic map of Georgia, significance attaches to the fact
also that Arrian and Claudius Ptolemacous, authors of the 2nd cent. A.D., refer to the
geographical point '"Lazica' close to Nikopsia (modern Tuapse). It should be borne in mind that
Arrian calls the place 'old Lazica', this being an authentic proof of the existence here of
Colchian-Laz population.

It is absolutely clear from the evidence of Classical sources that in the 6th-1st cent.
B.C. the territory of the modern Abkhazian ASSR was entirely within the Kingdom of Colchis.
From Apsarus to Dioscurias (Sukhumi), the territory was inhabited by Colchians proper, then
began a relatively mixed region where, alongside Colchians there lived other tribes as well
(Kartvelian and perhaps non-Kartvelian too). To the north of the Colchians, the mountains
were settled by the Svans; the habitat of the latter appears to have extended to Dioscurias. In
this respect, considerable interest attaches to Strabo's evidence on the Savan over-lordship of
Dioscurias.

From the 1st-2nd cent. A.D. the Apsilae and the Abasgoi are mentioned on the Black
Sea littoral of Western Georgia. There is a difference of opinion as to the time from when the
Abasgoi and the Apsilae, mentioned as inhabiting the Black Sea littoral in the 1st-2nd cent. A.
D., lived here. In the view of some researchers, they had inhabited the region from earliest
times but, since they belonged to the Colchian historical, ethnic and cultural word, they failed
to be reflected in early sources. Other researchers believe that they appeared here with the
mass settlement of Abkhazian-Adyghe tribes from the Northern Caucasus. There is also a
difference of opinion concerning the ethnic affinity of these Apsilaec-Abasgoi. Some



researchers consider them to have been North-Caucasian Adyghe tribes. It has also been
suggested that they are the same Kartvelian tribes as their neighbouring Egris (Laz), Svans,
and others, while the modern Abkhazians are the Apsua that immigrated from the Northern
Caucasus from the 17th century. Some scholars adhere to the autochthony-cum-migration
view. i.e. the tribes under discussion are partly indigenous and partly immigrant It has been
hypothesized that the 'Abeshia’, mentioned as the general name of the north-eastern Asia
Minor mountaineers in 11th century B.C. Assyrian inscriptions may — due to the resemblance
of the name — have been the ancestors of the Apsilac mentioned in Classical sources as
inhabitants of the Black Sea littoral, later moving from the south to the north.

The Apshileti of Georgian medieval sources (Juansher) corresponds to the Apsilia of
Greek sources. Juansher mentions Apshileti in connection with the expedition of Murvan ibn
Muhamad against Western Georgia in the 730s.

Apshileti and its Prince Marin are mentioned by Theophanes the Chronographer in
connection with the developments of the early 8th century. Henceforward there is no reference
to Apshileti in the sources, which is accounted for by the fact that Apshileti ceased to exist as
a political entity and, becoming part of Abkhazia, it came to be known under the name
'Abkhazia’ ('Abazgia').

This was the first step of the broadening of the concept of 'Abkhazia' and this process
occurred gradually.

Following the disintegration of the Kingdom of Colchis, several principalities,
politically dependent on the Roman Empire, came into being. Among these Arrian name the
principalities of the Apsilae and the Abasgoi.

In the second half of the 2nd cent. A.D. Western Georgia was united the Kingdom of
Egrisi (Lazica). Apshileti proper, from the river Egris-tsqali (Ghalidzga) to the Kodori river,
was within the Kingdom of Egrisi, while Apshileti, north of the Kodori, was united to
Abkhazia, the latter, being a vassal of the Kingdom of the Laz.

This kingdom of Lazica of the Greek written sources (according to the Georgian
sources, the Kingdom of Egrisi) was an immediate successor of the Kingdom of Colchis.
When narrating about Lazica and the Laz, the 5th century Byzantine anonym and the 6th
century historians: Procopius of Caesarea, John Lides, and Agathias Scholasticus note, as a
rule, that the Laz are the successors of the ancient Colchians, that they were called Colchians
in the past, that the Colchians are the ancestors of the Laz. These historians use the two terms
synonymously.

In the 6th century, the Kingdom of Egrisi weakened gradually as the result of the
Byzantine-Iranian wars. By the end of the 6th century Abazgia seceded from the Kingdom of
Egrisi and became directly subject to the Byzantine Empire, the Abazgian princes (archons)
becoming the emperor's vassals. Arab inroads also contributed to the further weakening of
Egrisi. Abazgia gradually gained strength, for — as already noted — it now embraced the land
of Apsilia (Apshileti) as well. Apsilia (Apshileti) ceased its political existence, and the
significance of the concept of Abazgia (Abkhazia) broadened. It seems noteworthy that, in
telling about the campaign of the Arab commander Murvan the Deaf in Western Georgia in
the 730s, Juansher states that he destroyed the city of Tskhumi of Apshileti and Abkhazia. It is
notable that such a reading of the text, namely that Tskhumi was a city of Apshileti and
Abkhazia, has been preserved in the oldest extant manuscript (Queen Anne's) of Kartlis
Tskhovreba. In the later MSS Apshileti is absent. Apparently, earlier there was awareness of
Tskhumi being a city of Apshileti, but m the time of Murvan the Deaf Apshileti was already
Abkhazia, politically. Subsequently this knowledge was lost and Apshileti dropped out of the
context in the later MSS.

From the 780s, when Abkhazia and Egrisi united and the resulting state embraced the
whole of Western Georgia, the meaning of the term Abkhazia' broadened still more;
henceforward it designated the entire Western Georgia, and (in written sources) Abkhazians
(Abazgians) proper as well as West-Georgians came to be called Abkhazians.



When Western Georgia united in the 780s Leon, Prince of the Abkhazians, became
head of the state. The state extended from Nikopsia to the Chorokhi Gorge, and from the
Black Sea to the Likhi Ridge, acknowledging Byzantine sovereignty. loane Sabanisdze calls
the head of that state mtavar ('Prince").

According to Georgian written sources (other sources do not exist), Archil, the last
male scion of the (royal) house of the Erismtavars of Kartli, gave the daughter of his deceased
brother Mir in marriage to Leon, Prince of the Abkhazians, on whom the crown of Egrisi was
conferred. Thus, Leon received Egrisi and the royal crown of the Kingdom of Egrisi through
marital links, i.e. by inheritance, which meant symbolic and actual unification of Egrisi and
Abkhazia. This gives ground for the view according to which the union of Egrisi and
Abkhazia was a dynastic, voluntary act. Later, the same Leon (at the end of the 8th century),
freeing himself from vassalage to Byzantium, declared himself king. According to Matiane
Kartlisa, "and held Abkhazia and Egrisi up to Likhi". Abkhazia was Leon's hereditary land;
Egrisi was also inherited by him through dynastic marriage. And Leon 'possessed' these two
countries equally, bringing them under his power independently of the Empire and "assuming
the name of King of the Abkhazians". He assumed the latter title because the dynasty derived
from the Principality of Abkhazia. The ethnic affinity of the Leon is unknown, for there is no
indication on this in the written sources. Some researchers consider them Abkhazians proper,
some believe them to have been Greeks, and some, Georgians. The three views remain within
the hypothetical sphere with an equal right of existence. However, this is not essential.
Important is the fact that with its language, writing, culture, religion, and policy the
Abkhazian Kingdom was a Georgian state, and their kings — judged by these characteristics —
were Georgians. It should perhaps be noted here that some 10th-11th cent. Armenian
historians, e.g. Ovanes Draskhanakertsi refer to this state (the Kingdom of Abkhazia) as
'Egrisi', and to their king as 'the King of Egrisi', and the inhabitants as 'Egrisians'.

The Kingdom of Abkhazia was a Georgian (Western Georgian) state. A vast majority
of its population were Georgians: Karts, Egris, Svans, and part were Abkhazians proper.
According to Vakhushti Bagrationi, the Abkhazian Kingdom consisted of eight administrative
units or saeristavos (eristavates). The saeristavo of Abkazeti and partly that of Tskhumi were
inhabited by Abkhazians proper, while the remaining six were populated by Kartvelians:
Egrisi (centre; Bedia), Guria, Racha-Lechkhumi, Svaneti, Argveti (centre: Shorapani), and
lowland Imereti (centre: Kutaisi).

It was during the existence of the Abkhazian Kingdom (9th—10th cent.), and with the
active participation of Abkhazian kings, that the Kingdom of Abkhazia finally seceded — in
Church matters — from Constantinople, becoming subordinated to the Mtskhetan See.

It was difficult to break loose of the political influence of Byzantium, but it was more
difficult to eliminate the ecclesiastical dominance of Constantinople. To this end, the
Abkhazian kings abolished Greek episcopal sees that served as Byzantine strongholds. Thus
were abolished the Poti, Gudava, and other Greek sees. In their place the Abkhazian kings
established new Georgian episcopates. Thus, in the time of Giorgi II (922-957), King of the
Abkhazians, the Chqondidi See was founded, in the time of Leon III (957-963) the Mokvi See,
and in place of the abolished Gudava Episcopate that of Bedia was set up by Bagrat III (975-
1014). These episcopates were centres of Georgian culture. Henceforward, the Georgian
Church opposed its Greek counterpart with the Georgian language. The Georgian Church built
its own churches and monasteries in the Abkhazian Kingdom.

Hagiographic and hymnographic works were written in the Kingdom of Abkhazia.
Here, at the Abkhazian royal court was written the Divan of the Kings or the History of the
Abkhazian Kings; in Georgian language. The Kingdom of Abkhazia took an active part in the
great struggle resulting in the creation of a single Sakartvelo feudal state.

Had the kingdom of the Abkhazians not been a Georgian state its capital would not
have been Kutaisi, centre of ancient Georgian statehood and culture, in the heartland of
Georgian population, but Anakopia, centre of the Abkhazian saeristavo; its Church would



have not seceded from the Patriarchate of Constantinople, and if it did, It would have
constituted itself into an Abkhazian proper Church and would have not joined the
Catholicosate of Mtskheta, nor would it have introduced Divine Service in Georgian.

From the beginning of the 9th century-if not earlier — the Georgian language
gradually acquired a dominant status in the Kingdom of the Abkhazians, becoming the
language of culture, the Royal office, and the Church; Georgian epigraphy is evidenced in the
Abkhazian Kingdom from the 9th century.

Thus, as already noted, with the establishment of the Abkhazian Kingdom, the
meaning of the terms "Abkhazian" and "Abkhazia" broadened, and now it designated Western
Georgia, as well as Western Georgian and Abkhazian proper.

The meaning of the term 'Abkhazian' and 'Abkhazia' broadened further from the 10th
century, for the title of the kings of the unified Georgia began with that of 'King of the
Abkhazians'. Bagrat, the heir-apparent to the Royal House of the Bagrationis ('the king of
Kartvelians') was crowned first as 'King of the Abkhazians', for he was the only legitimate
successor to the Kingdom of the Abkhazians in his mother's line. He received the title 'Kings
of the Kartvelians only at the beginning of the 11th century, on the decease of his ancestor
'King of the Kartvelians. Following the incorporation of Kakheti and Hereti, Bagrat received
also the title of 'King of the Hers (Heretians) and the Kakhis (Kakhetians)'. Thus, at this stage
the title of the kings of the united medieval Georgia assumed the following form: "King of the
Abkhazians, the Kartvelians, the Hers, and the Kakhis".

As a rule, in Georgian written sources of the period under discussion 'Abkhazia’ and
'Abkhazian' generally implied (Sakartvelo) and Kartveli).

As 'King of the Abkhazians' came first in the title of the kings of unified Georgia, in
foreign sources 'Abkhazian' was used generally in the meaning of Georgian, and 'Abkhazia’ as
designating Georgia. Incidentally, the foreigners — Greeks, Arabs, Russians — were well aware
that 'Abkhazia' was the same 'Iberia' or Georgia. Thus, the Byzantine historian George
Cedrenus refers to the Georgian King Giorgi I as the archon of Abkhazia, while his son, King
Bagrat IV, as the archon of Iberia. John Zonaras, Byzantine historian of the turn of the 11th
and 12th cent., refers to the same Bagrat IV as the Archon of Abazgia. In narrating about the
Georgian campaign of the Emperor Basil I, Cedrenus writes that Basil set out against Giorgi
the Abazgian, marching towards Iberia. In oriental (Arabic, Persian) sources Abkhazian stands
for Georgian, and Abkhazia for Georgia. The 13th century Arab geographer and historian
Yaqut writes that Abkhazia was a country inhabited by a Christian people called Kurj.
According to Ibn Bibi, Selchuq chronicler of the end of the 13th century, Tamar was the
Queen of the Gurj (i.e. Georgians, M.L.); she ruled the Kingdom of the Abkhazians, the
capital of which was Thbilisi. Abkhazia was identified with Georgia by Nizami Ganjevi,
Khagqani, and others. It should be noted specially that according to Russian medieval sources,
Iber is the same Abkhaz (Obez). Many more examples could be cited. The literature on this
subject is extensive. There can be only one conclusion: 'Abkhazian' (appearing in various
spellings) in medieval Georgian and foreign written sources, as a rule, means a Georgian.
Abkhazian proper, which in the 9th—10th century West-Georgian state of the Kingdom of the
Abkhazians was represented by the eristavates of Abkhazeti and Tskhumi, in the period of the
existence of united Georgia was represented by a single eristavate — that of Tskhumi; its
eristavi was Shervashidze.

The maximal extension of the meaning of the term 'Abkhazia' was following by a
reverse process.

As is known, at the end of the 15th century, the unified Georgian state disintegrated
into four independent states: the Kingdoms of Kartli, Kakheti and Imereti, and the Principality
of Samtskhe. Abkhazia was part of the Kingdom of Imereti. The process of the feudal break
up of the country deepened with the Principalities of Guria and Samegrelo (Megrelia,
Mingrelia) coming into being. Abkhazian was within the Principality of Samegrelo (Odishi),
and in the 17th century it (Abkhazia) constituted itself as a separate principality headed by the



Shervashidzes. The Abkhazian Principality of the late feudal period was culturally and
politically the same 'Georgia' as were the other 'Georgias'. Now, the land to the south-east of
the Kodori formed part of Egrisi from the commencement of feudal relations (by tradition
from ancient times). This land became part of Abkhazia in the 17th century. After the
founding of this (Abkhazian) principality, the Georgians called its inhabitants Abkhazians
proper.

From the 15th—16th centuries complex processes were in evidence in Georgia.
Nomadic tribes from the Northern Caucasus began to settle in Georgia. This immigration
process — timed to the gravest situation obtaining in Georgia — resulted in the settlement of
Daghestanian tribes in Kakheti, of Ossetes in Inner Kartli, and of people of Circassian-Adyghe
stock in Western Georgia.

At the end of the 15th century, Georgia broke up into four independent Georgian
states. From the end of the 15th and the beginning of the 16th cent. Georgia's neighbour in the
south-east was the powerful and aggressive Safawi Iran, and on the south-west the powerful
and likewise aggressive Ottoman, state. Throughout the 16th-18th centuries there was almost
incessant warfare between these two powers (if there was a lull, the sides were preparing for
fresh hostilities). This warfare, waged for the spheres of influence in the Near East, had as one
of its main aims the subjugation of Georgia, her territory serving as the arena of hostilities.
The Georgian states resisted as best they could the encroachments of Iran and Turkey. The
struggle took a heavy toll, resulting in a drastic reduction of the Georgian population. The
southern slopes of the Caucasus Range, with their population diminished or frequently
deserted, were occupied by people crossing from the northern slopes. The migration of the
population from the hills to lowland areas is a natural process in mountainous countries, for
the barren nature of the mountains fails to provide livelihood and the surplus population
descends to the valley. Under peaceful conditions this is a normal process and is kept under
control by the authorities. However, when the state is weakened and the process gets out of
hand a grave situation arises. It was under such conditions that the socalled free ('lordless')
communes of Char-Belakani came into being in Kakheti and in the mountainous region of
Inner Kartli; and later in the foothill zone and in the valley too there appeared a compact
Osetian population — people migrated from the north and settled on the south-western slopes
of the Caucasus Range. We do not know how the people settling here were called in their
original homeland. Presumably, Georgians called them Abkhazians' by analogy with the local
Abkhazians! From that time, I Christianity began to lose ground in Abkhazia, due, on the one
hand, to the bringing by the immigrant population of their pagan beliefs, and on the other, to
the ascendancy of the Turks who sought to establish here.

Georgian and foreign written sources give a clear indication of the narrowing of
Georgian and Christian positions from the 15th century onward.

The secession of the Principality of Abkhazia from that of Samegrelo was followed
by incessant feudal strife. At the end of the 17th century, the Abkhazian princes seized the
part of Samegrelo lying between Kodori and the Inguri rivers, annexing it to the Principality
of Abkhazia. This is the region known under the name of Samurzagano. From that time began
the 'Abkhazianization' of Samurzagano. This process of 'Abkhazianization' is well reflected in
Georgian — chiefly documentary — and foreign written sources. The process in question is
discussed in the specialist literature as well.

After the 15th century, the Abkhazians started raids against various provinces of
Western Georgia, mainly Samegrelo. Vakhushti Bagrationi describes nearly all the inroads of
the Abkhazians into Guria and Samegrelo in the 17th century and the first quarter of the 18th
cent. Foreign written sources also tell about such raids.

Documents of the 15th century clearly distinguished Sukhumi (Tskhumi) from
Abkhazia. According to Archangello Lamberti (mid-17th cent.), Dranda, Mokvi, Ilori, and
Bedia were in Egrisi.



The 15th cent. Georgian monument "Teaching on the Faith" states that "Abkhazia has
totally abandoned Christianity — it has parted from the teachings of Christ". It was these
Abkhazians, who had abandoned the teachings of Christ, that made inroads into Abkhazia. A
document of the first half of the 17th century ("Levan Dadiani's letters patent granted to the
Khobi church on the renewal of the possession of estates") states: "At that time the
Abkhazians turned to godlessness and infidelity", "the Abkhazians corrupted the faith and the
Catholicosate". The same documentary material shows clearly the gradual narrowing of the
jurisdiction of the West-Georgian Bichvinta Catholicasate and the loss of the land for
Christianity and the Georgians. According to Lamberti and other foreign authors Dranda,
Mokvi, Ilori, and Bedia in the mid-17th century were still within Egrisi; at the turn of the 16th
and 17th cent. Nazhaneuli, across the Inguri, was still a Megrelian village. According to the
1626 Great Defter of the Abkhazian Catholicosate, Nazhaneuli was in Egrisi, and a document
of 1639 locates the same village in Odishi. The situation changed materially at the beginning
of the 18th century. In a document of 1712 the Catholicos Grigol Lortkipanidze wrote: "At
Nazhanevi the Abkhazian had driven out the village. The Catholicos Nepsadze had placed
sixty residents in the custody of Qvapu Shervashidze. One elder had been lost". The
Catholicos brought out whom he could and settled them in Khobi and Khibula". The names
listed are all Megrelian (Georgian). In this way did the Georgians gradually lose their
positions in historical Samegrelo (Mingrelia) to the invading Abkhazians. The document just
quoted makes the interesting observation that they Catholicos places the Georgian peasants,
raided by the Abkhazians, in Shervashidze's care; thus the invading Abkhazians are different
from Shervashidze, the latter too seeking shelter from the invaders. The deference gradually
became difficult. The Prince Levan Dadiani (1611-16571) of Samegrelo built a special wall to
defend the land from the Abkhazians. Vakhushti Bagrationi writes about the wall: "The great
Levan Dadiani built a wall to keep the Abkhazians out". On Lamberti's map this wall has a
legend indicating that it was for defence from the Abkhazians.

It is worth noting that up to the 17th century, no one differentiated the land populated
by Abkhazians socially, confessionally, and culturally from the other population of Georgia as
a whole, and of Western Georgia in particular. Foreigners, who supply noteworthy
observations, considered Tskhumi a Georgian city. Thus, Abul-Fida, Arab writer of the 12th-
13th cent., called Tskhumi a Georgian city, while Pietro Geraldi, Catholic bishop of Tskhumi,
in a letter written in 1330 considers Georgians as well as Muslims and Jews as inhabitants of
Tskhumi, which means that in Tskhumi of that time there were either no Abkhazians proper or
if there were, they did not differ from Georgians in language, religion, and way of life, so that
they were taken for Georgians by foreigners. The fact is worth noting that Pietro Geraldi is
called Catholic Bishop of 'Lower Iberia'. On 15th century Italian maps we find the legend
'Megrelian port' at the mouth of the Kelasuri river. However, the situation changed by the 17th
century. The Italian Giovanni Giuliano da Lucca, who travelled to Western Georgia in 1630,
writes: "The Abkhazians are scattered along the sea coast. Their way of life is like that of the
Circassians ... . The language of the Abkhazians differs very much from the languages of the
their neighbouring peoples. They do not have any written laws, nor do they know how to use
writing. By faith they are Christians, without any Christian customs and mores ... . Woods
serve them as a cosy shelter. When they have chosen a place to live in they never abondon it.
They dress like the Circassians, but their haircut differs from that of the Circassians ... . As
they have no other habitat than the woods, their livestock is small and hence they have scanty
material for their clothes. They content themselves with wine made from honey, game, and
wild fruit. Wheat does not grow in their land. They do not use salt".

According to A. Lamberti, who in the 17th century spent twenty years in Western
Georgia, the Abkhazians did not live in cities and strongholds. Several families of the same
kin would come together and settle on an elevated place, building thatched huts; for the
purpose of defence they would enclose the place with a fence and a moat. It is interesting to
note that they were never molested by others, but they attacked and plundered one another.



In the 1640s Georgia was visited by the well-known Turkish historian and geographer
Evliya Chelebi, whose description gives a clear picture of the way of life and culture of the
Abkhazians of his day. By the time of Chelebi's visit Islam had gained a fairly firm foothold.
However, in his words, the Abkhazians "were not familiar with the Koran, nor had they any
religion". The foregoing evidence seems to corroborate the opinion expressed in Georgian
historiography on the backwardness of Abkhazians at the period under discussion, and on the
loss of Christianity. As noted correctly, these authors "were not superficial observers. It was
their purpose and obligation to study as thoroughly and precisely as they could the customs
and mores, culture and socio-economic development of the peoples they came into contact
with, as well as the relationship and difference of these peoples with other peoples, and so on".

What had caused such a change? This question is answered in Georgian
historiography. As noted above, in medieval Georgia, an Abkhazian was not considered a
non-Georgian. The 11th cent. Georgian historian Leonti Mroveli, in whose work this
conception must date from the 7th-8th cent., in speaking about the origin of Caucasian peoples,
considers Western Georgia as the land that fell entirely by lot to Egros. Niko Berdzenishvili
writes about this conception: "This story is a noteworthy piece of evidence on the ethnic
kinship of West-Georgian tribes and their centuries-old historical and cultural cooperation
(which is seen so clearly in the light of the evidence of ancient Greek and Latin authors, and
especially archaeological data)". Leonti Mroveli was perfectly aware of the existence of the
Abkhazians and Abkhazia, but for him Abkhazia was Egrisi. When narrating about Western
Georgia, Vakhushti Bagrationi observes that this is a land that was first called Egrisi, then
Abkhazia, and then Imereti. For him Western Georgia was equally Egrisi-Abkhazia-Imereti,
although he is well aware of the existence of the Abkhazians, and that they have their
vernacular. This is accounted for by the fact that historically and culturally they were
Georgians, irrespective of their origin.

We have no knowledge of the self-designation of the inhabitants of the Principality of
Abkhazia at the time when Georgian historical sources referred to them as Abkhazians. They
had their vernacular (at any rate from the 17th cent.). However, since they had neither script
nor literature, it is not recorded. It is logical to assume that they called themselves then — as
well as now — Apsua. In this connection the question of the language of the Abkhazians
(Apsua) arises. In the historical work, tentatively entitled "Histories and Eulogies of the
Sovereigns" and forming part of Kartlis Tskhovreba, in connection with the second name,
'Lasha', of Tamar's son Giorgi we find the statement: "which was translated as illuminer of the
world /in the language of the Apsars/".

Along with the phonetic similarity of 'Apsua’ and 'Apsar', the fact that in modern
Abkhazian (the language of the Apsua) 'lasha’ (‘alasha') means 'clear', 'light' gives ground for
the identification of this 'language of the Apsars with the language of the modern Abkhazians
(Apsua). However, one point should be borne in mind here. The explanation: 'In the language
of the Apsars' is absent in the Queen Mariam (17th cent.) MS of Kartlis Tskhovreba. Nor is it
to be found in the Mtskhetan or the Machabeli MSS, the latter MS deriving from the Mariam
MS. The explanation figures in 18th cent. MSS, which is duly indicated in the Qaukhchishvili
edition.

The author of the Histories and Eulogies writes: "... Lasha, which was translated as
illuminer of the world." The 13th cent, historian does not indicate from which language 'lasha'
means 'illuminer of the world', whereas the 18th cent, historian and redactor of Kartlis
Tskovreba explains that "it was translated from the language of the Apsars".

This evidence of Tamar's historian does not rule out the possibility of the people of
his time, whom we call Abkhazians, had their vernacular, and that this was the language used
today by the Apsua as their spoken and written language. But neither does the same evidence
rule out the possibility that, at the time, the people speaking "the language of the Apsars",
from which Tamar took the surname of her son, resided in the Northern Caucasus. The
relations of Tamar's Georgia and the neighbouring North-Caucasian peoples does not rule out
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this possibility. If we accept the former hypothesis, then we should accept the view that the
ancestors of the modern Apsua were indigenous inhabitants of Georgia, and that their
vernacular was the 'Apsar' language. Inasmuch as modern Abkhazian (Apsua) does not belong
to the Kartvelian family of languages but forms part of the North-Caucasian Adyghe family of
languages, this gives ground for the point of view that the Apsua, settled here from ancient
times, were not of Kartvelian stock, and that they genetically represented North-Caucasian
tribes. But if we accept the latter hypothesis, then we shall have ground to assume that the
people speaking the Apsar language arrived and settled in Georgia later, bringing with them
their unwritten language, and that the redactor of the MS of Kartlis Tskhovreba added the
information about the Apsar language.

As for writing, as is known, in the Middle Ages throughout Western Georgia,
including Abkhazia proper, following the adoption of Christianity, the language of literature
and Divine service was first Greek and, after the secession of the Georgian Church form
Constantinople and its joining the Mtskhetan See, Georgian. In the 19th century, too, despite
attempts by the Russian Empire, the Georgian language preserved its status. An Abkhazian
(Apsua) alphabet was first created on the basis of Russian writing by the well-known scholar
P. Uslar. As it proved very difficult to render Abkhazian sounds through the medium of
Russian letters several attempts were made later to simplify this alphabet. Thus, in 1892, the
educationist Machavariani and his pupil, Dimitri Gulia — subsequent founder and classic of
Abkhazian literature — attempted to simplify and refine the alphabet. Then, N. Marr tried to
create an Abkhazian alphabet on the basis of Latin script; however, neither did this attempt
yield the desired result. In 1938, the same Dimitri Gulia, assisted by the Georgian scholars
Akaki Shanidze and Simon Janashia, compiled a new Abkhazian alphabet on the basis of
Georgian letters. But in 1954, a new Abkhazian alphabet was developed on the basis of the
Russian script. The first book in the language of the Apsua came in Tbilisi in 1912 (a
collection of Dimitri Gulia's poems).

As to the problems of the population, as already noted, in the kingdom of the
Abkhazians the Georgian ethnos proper formed an overwhelming majority, while the
Abazgians and the Apshils (Abkhazians) — if considered a non-Georgian ethnos — represented
the majority of the population. The presence of North-Caucasian tribes, e.g. a part of the Jiki
population, should be hypothesized in the Abkhazian Kingdom. This situation seems to have
been mainly preserved throughout the Middle Ages, despite the later immigration of a
considerable wave of the Apsua from the Northern Caucasus. This is confirmed by the data of
censuses from the 19th century. According to the lists of the 1886 Household Census, in
Abkhazia (Sukhumi District, by the administrative division of the period) the total of
inhabitants was 68,773. Of these 34,806 were Georgians and 28,320 Abkhazians. After this
we have the Census of 1926, according to which the total of Abkhazia's population was
201,016; of these Georgians, 67,494; Abkhazians, 55,918; Armenians, 25,677; Russians
12,553; Greeks, 14,045; and representatives of other nationalities. According to the Census of
1939, both the Georgian and Abkhazian population shows a corresponding growth. According
to the latter census, the total population of the Abkhazian SSR was 311,900 (Georgians 91,900;
Abkhazians 56,200; Russians 60,200; Armenians, 49,700). The Census of 1959 gives the total
of 404,700 for the Abkhazian Autonomous SSR (Georgians, 158,200; Abkhazians, 61,200;
Russians, 86,700; Armenians, 64,400 and others). The Census of 1970 shows the total of
487,040 inhabitants (Georgians, 199,600; Abkhazians, 77,300; Russians, 92,900; Armenians,
74,900). To be sure, the local, indigenous population of Georgians and Abkhazians does show
a rise, but particularly striking is the growth of the number of the non-local population — of
Russians and Armenians. From 1926 to 1959 the population of the Abkhazian ASSR
increased by 192,000, the number of Russians growing by 66,300 and of Armenians by
30,300. This is a population specially settled here, and the purpose of this demographic policy
is directed against the local indigenous population in Georgia, specifically in Abkhazia
(against Georgians and Abkhazians).



Along with social and cultural division, political division also took place. In the 19th
century, this division was promoted by every means by the Russian administration. In 1810,
the Prince of Abkhazia Georgi (Sapar Beg) Shervashidze adopted Russian citizenship, and in
1864, Russian administration was established here; the Principality of Abkhazia was called the
Sukhumi Military Department, and from 1883 it was Sukhumi District, under the Governor —
General of Kutaisi.

The Russian administration and its colonial policy actively directed and supported the
process of the separation of Abkhazia from Georgia. However, the administration was well
aware that Abkhazia was a natural, inalienable part of Georgia, hence the assignment of the
Sukhumi District to the Kutaisi Gubernia and its placement under the Kutaisi Governor.
Notwithstanding the policy of tsarist Russia, when the Georgian Democratic Republic was
established in 1918, Abkhazia formed its integral part, which was recognized by the
government of the Russian Federation.

In the years of the existence of the Georgian Democratic Republic, Georgian
Bolsheviks, backed by the government of the Russian Federative Republic, tried by every
means available to weaken the Georgian Democratic Republic. This was the aim set to itself
by the Georgian Communist Party which was accorded the rights of a legal party by the
Treaty of 7 May 1920 concluded between Russia and Georgia. The enemies of Democratic
Georgia were most active in the country's peripheral areas. The risings in Abkhazia against the
Georgian Democratic Republic were the result of the action of these forces.

The processes occurring in Abkhazia following the annexation of Georgia by the
Russian SFR and the establishment of Soviet power on 25 February 1921 are reflected widely
in the speeches and letters of Nestor Lakoba, leader of Abkhazian Bolsheviks. On 21 March,
1921, Georgia's Revolutionary Committee issued a declaration on Abkhazia, and on 29 March,
at a meeting of Transcaucasian leading figures it was decided to set up an Abkhazian SSR. It
is worth noting that the Abkhazian Bolsheviks: Lakoba and Eshba, while demanding
independence on behalf of Abkhazia, completely ignored the interests of the Georgian
population of Abkhazia. At the 4th Congress of the Georgian Communist Party, Lakoba noted
the question of setting up an independent republic of Abkhazia had been raised by himself and
E. Eshba at the Batumi meeting on 29 March 1921. Sergo Orjonikidze, Sergo Kavtaradze,
Malakia Toroshelidze, and Shalva Eliava took part in the work of the meeting. Lakoba and
Eshba argued their demand by the necessity of eliminating inter-ethnic strife and the
establishment of genuine Soviet power in Abkhazia. They demanded this independence "as a
screen", to which the Georgian Bolsheviks replied: "If Abkhazia needs this independence to
establish genuine Soviet power, they must receive it not only as a screen but as genuine
independence".

On 15 February 1922, at the 1st Congress of Abkhazia's Soviets, Eshba stated that in
the interests of the people, the working masses — in order to help them in the liberation from
nationalism — it was necessary to proclaim independence. This should be done in spite of the
fact that such a small republic did not exist anywhere in the world. "And then", he continued,
"it was decided at the meeting of responsible workers that proclamation of Abkhazian
independence — at least temporarily — was considered a necessity". It is evident that the leaders
of Abkhazian Bolsheviks, who were well aware of the illegality of their claims, argued their
demands by the 'extraordinary situation', considering it an interim measure.

It should be noted that the concession, which surprised the Abkhazian Bolsheviks,
was not made accidentally by the leaders of Georgian Bolsheviks. The talks were conducted in
conditions of a struggle for the consolidation of Soviet power in Georgia. Georgian
Bolsheviks badly needed the support of their Abkhazian comrades. But Georgian Bolsheviks
were neither interested in nor worried about the fact that by this concession they were
compromising Georgia's unity — her historical borders in defence of which the Georgian
people had fought over the centuries. They ignored and violated the legitimate rights of the
Georgian people, in particular of that part of the Georgian people which had for centuries



lived on their own land, and would now have to live in the Abkhazian state. Georgian
Bolshevik leaders took this decision in conditions and within the boundaries of the newly
established state in which — both before and at the time of the setting up of the Abkhazian SSR
— the majority of the population were Georgians. Nor did the Abkhazian Bolsheviks care for
the interests or the fate of these Georgians. And symptomatically enough, neither did
Georgian Bolsheviks, whose main concern was to preserve and strengthen their authority, care.
That, in the obtaining situation, the so-called independent Abkhazian SSR was an artificially
created entity, whose existence in isolation from Georgia was absolutely unnatural and
untenable historically and culturally, immediately became obvious and it was soon abolished.
It should be said, however, that the existence of Abkhazian autonomy in any form within the
boundaries in which it took shape under Soviet rule is absolutely unjustified. This is so
because the Autonomous Republic derives its name from the designation of its population
which accounts for 17 or 18 per cent of the total, while the interests of the great majority of
the population is today totally ignored — not only of the mixed, Georgian-Abkhazian
population but also in regions of compact Georgian settlement.

Apropos of the population number, it should be noted that, historically, Georgians
always represented the majority of the population. True, we have no statistical census date for
the Middle Ages, but the materials available from the 19th century clearly demonstrate this.
As is known, the muhajir movement resulted in a material reduction of the Abkhazian
population in Abkhazia in the 1880s. However, after this the population here increased
mechanically and artificially, but owing not to the Georgians but to Russians and Armenians.

As is seen from the foregoing, there is a considerable increase of population in
Abkhazia, the growth being both natural and mechanical. Some researchers focus attention on
the growth of Georgian population in Abkhazia. It should be noted in this connection that
internal migration processes are natural and legitimate in the Georgian state. But such a large
proportion of growth of Armenian and Russian population as is recorded in Abkhazia is of
course unnatural and purposeful.

When emphasis is made on the numerical strength of the Georgian population in the
Abkhazian ASSR, it should be noted that this is a natural and legitimate situation because the
territory of the modern Abkhazian Autonomous Republic largely formed part of Georgian
states, being the habitat of Kartvelian ethnos from earliest times. This of course does not rule
out the possible assumption of the non-Georgian, i.e. North-Caucasian, origin of the
Abazgians-Apshilae. But these Abazgians-Apshilae here always constituted a minority. The
attempts of me Abkhazian historians to demonstrate the Abkhazian origin of various tribes
that inhabited Western Georgia, e.g. the Heniochi, Missimians, Sanigae, and Sazae, run
counter to the actual situation. Not a single written source favours the Abkhazian origin of
these tribes. Greek and Georgian written sources too point to the opposite. The literature on
this subject is fairly extensive, so that I shall not elaborate on it any longer. As for the
Abazgoi-Apshilae proper, their origin — as noted above — is controversial. However, it is
probably not disputable that historically and culturally the Abkhazians were Georgians. There
may exist two models regarding those who call themselves Apsua. If the Abazgoi-Apsilae
were of Kartvelian stock, the Apsua that came later occupied their habitat (settled down
alongside the Abazgoi-Apsilae), and the Georgians called the newcomers, too, 'Abkhazians'.
But if the Abazgoi-Apsilae were not Georgian by descent, their kindred Apsua, who arrived
later, strengthened the properly Abkhazian (in the narrow meaning of the word) element,
bringing with them their own language and customs. And when, under the obtaining historical
situation, the decentralization tendencies gained the upper hand, the Apsua self-consciousness
strengthened gradually and the Apsua nation took shape, whom we — following the old
tradition — call Abkhazians.

Today those who call themselves Apsua, and whom we call Abkhazians, as already
said constitute a nation that has no other homeland than Georgia.



The Abkhazians (Apsua) and the Georgians form an equally indigenous population of
Western Georgia, with equal rights to the land. Neither the Georgians nor the Abkhazians are
conquerors of this land. This is today's reality. The foregoing was its history. The Georgians
have settled this land from ancient time, and the Abkhazians, either from ancient times or
from the 17th century, or else both from ancient times and from the 17th century.

Thus, 'Abkhazian' is a collective name, not possessing a single meaning. From
'Abazgian-Abkhazian' it broadened to the concept of "Western Georgian' (8th cent.), from
"Western Georgian" to generally 'Georgian' (10th cent); after the foundation of the
Principality of Abkhazia, 'Abkhazian' implied an inhabitant of this Principality.

After the foundation of the Abkhazian Autonomous Republic, 'Abkhazia’ generally
refers to that autonomous entity, but 'Abkhazian' refers only to the part of its population whose
self-designation is 'Apsua’.
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